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VIRUS OUTBREAK 


Amid pandemic, US troops and their families ask what’s next 


By Dan Lamothe 
The Washington Post 

As the coronavirus forces bars, restaurants 
and schools to close across the nation, Ni¬ 
cole Radcliffe has grown frustrated that her 
husband, a Marine, and thousands of his col¬ 
leagues in nonessential roles must continue to 
report to work on bases in North Carolina. 

Commanders there have taken some pre¬ 
cautions, such as restricting Marines and 
sailors returning from high-risk areas to their 
barracks and stressing the need for good hy¬ 
giene. But Radcliffe and other concerned fam¬ 
ily members say it isn’t enough. 


“While I applaud the measures that have 
been taken, I feel more can and should be 
done,” said Radcliffe, a Marine veteran who 
is awaiting the birth of her second child. “All 
appropriate measures to stop transmission 
should be taken. The military is not exempt 
from this.” 

The safety concerns as the virus spreads 
highlight the Pentagon’s challenges in prepar¬ 
ing for the pandemic as calls grow louder for it 
to take a greater role in the U.S. response. 

A defense contractor who tested positive for 
the virus and worked at the Defense Security 
SEE PANDEMIC ON PAGE 8 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

US futures, world shares sink as crisis deepens 


By Elaine Kurtenbach 

Associated. Press 

BANGKOK — U.S. futures 
slipped more than 3% on Monday 
and share benchmarks in many 
world markets had sharp losses 
as governments tightened re¬ 
strictions to fight the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Stocks fell in Paris, Frankfurt 
and London after a brutal session 
in Asia on Monday. 

Japan’s Nikkei 225 index was 
the outlier, gaining 2% after the 


International Olympic Committee 
and Japanese officials indicated 
that they could delay the Tokyo 
Games, due to begin in July. 

India’s Sensex plummeted 
11.3% after a sharp drop on the 
open triggered a circuit break¬ 
er halt to trading. Singapore’s 
benchmark plunged 7.8% after 
the city-state announced a sharp 
increase in confirmed infections 
and its first two deaths. Shares 
also fell nearly 8% in Bangkok. 

In the U.S., top-level negotia¬ 
tions between Congress and the 


White House continued after the 
Senate voted against advancing a 
nearly $2 trillion economic res¬ 
cue package. Another vote was 
expected Monday. 

Democrats said the bill was tilt¬ 
ed too much toward aiding corpo¬ 
rations and would not do enough 
to help individuals and health 
care providers weather the crisis 
brought on by the pandemic. 

By 4:45 a.m. EST, the S&P 500 
future contract was down 3.4% at 
2,209.70. The future for the Dow 
dropped 3.6% to 18,351.00. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 24).$1.1034 

Dollar buys (March 24).€0.9063 

British pound (March 24).$1.19 

Japanese yen (March 24).106.00 

South Korean won (March 24).1,244.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3776 

British pound.$1.1666 

Canada (Dollar).1.4413 

China (Yuan).7.0826 

Denmark (Krone).6.9222 

Egypt (Pound).15.7485 

Euro.$1.0792/0.9267 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7561 

Hungary (Forint).326.96 

Israel (Shekel).3.6743 

Japan (Yen).110.57 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3122 

Norway (Krone).11.2742 

Philippines (Peso).51.44 

Poland (Zloty).4.26 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7551 

Singapore (Dollar).1.4598 

South Korea (Won).1,258.26 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9802 

Thailand (Baht).32.82 

Turkey (Lira).6.5771 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.3.25 

Discount rate.0.75 

Federal funds market rate.1.09 

3-month bill.0.05 

30-year bond.1.56 
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WAR/MILITARY _ 

Pompeo makes surprise 
visit to Afghanistan 



Afghan Presidential Palace/AP 


U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, left, meets with Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
at the Presidential Palace in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Monday. Pompeo made a surprise 
visit to Kabul to try to move forward a U.S. peace deal signed with the Taliban. 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo made a surprise visit 
to Kabul on Monday to try to salvage the 
3-week-old deal between the U.S. and the 
Taliban, which has faltered amid disagree¬ 
ments over presidential election results 
and a prisoner release, and could be fur¬ 
ther delayed by the coronavirus. 

Pompeo’s visit, which came despite a 
State Department warning against all in¬ 
ternational travel because of the corona- 
virus, underscored the urgency the U.S. 
places on advancing the peace process, 
which could see all American troops with¬ 
draw from Afghanistan by next spring. 

Pompeo held talks with President Ashraf 
Ghani and his main political rival Abdul¬ 
lah Abdullah to try to end their standoff 
over who won last year’s presidential elec¬ 
tion. The claim by both men that they won 
has been partly responsible for delaying 
the start of talks between the government 
and the Taliban, officials from both sides 
said. 

Pompeo left Afghanistan the same day, 
the Associated Press reported. There was 
no immediate announcement that a power 
sharing agreement had been reached. 

Talks between the government and the 
Taliban are a key precondition for the 
complete withdrawal of U.S. forces from 
Afghanistan in the deal signed by the U.S. 


and Taliban on Feb. 29 in Qatar. A phased 
drawdown that began this month will be 
completed within 14 months, provided all 
sides fulfill their commitments under the 
U.S.-Taliban deal. 

Among those commitments was for 
intra-Afghan talks to begin on March 10 
and, prior to that date, for the Taliban to 
release up to 1,000 detainees and the gov¬ 
ernment up to 5,000 Taliban prisoners. 

Ghani initially refused to release jailed 
Taliban fighters, saying that nothing in the 
deal prevented them from returning to the 
battlefield. But he later agreed to free the 
prisoners in phases if they had their bio¬ 
metric data recorded and signed a guaran¬ 
tee that they would not return to combat. 
The Taliban rejected that offer, saying all 
5,000 of their fighters must be released at 
once. 

On Sunday, the Taliban and government 
moved ahead on prisoner release when 
they held the first “technical talks” on the 
issue, via Skype video conferencing, U.S. 
special envoy Zalmay Khalilzad said on 
Twitter. 

The virtual talks, which were facilitated 
by the U.S. and Qatar, lasted more than 
two hours and were “important, serious 
and detailed,” Khalilzad said. A follow-up 
meeting was expected to be held in the 
next two days, Khalilzad said. 

The meeting “solely centered on prison¬ 
er release ... other issues will be dealt with 
during the intra-Afghan negotiations,” 


Taliban spokesman Suhail Shaheen said 
on Twitter. 

The coronavirus led to the talks being 
held via Skype, The New York Times 
reported. 

As of Monday, there were 42 confirmed 
coronavirus cases in Afghanistan and 
one person had died after contracting the 
virus, the health ministry said. Afghani¬ 
stan shares a long, porous border with 
Iran, one of the countries most affected by 
the pandemic. 

Not only could the number of cases in 
Afghanistan rise sharply in the coming 
weeks, but it’s also unlikely that planned 
intra-Afghan talks will be able to start in 
Europe any time soon because of the virus. 


The World Health Organization has said 
the Continent is the epicenter of the global 
pandemic and many European countries 
have closed their borders to try to stem the 
spread of the virus. 

The U.S.-led NATO mission in Afghani¬ 
stan last week announced it was halting 
deployments to the country and that some 
troops currently in Afghanistan might 
have their deployments extended because 
of the coronavirus pandemic. 

So far, no coalition member has tested 
positive for the virus, a Resolute Support 
spokesman said. 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this report. 

wellman.phillip@stripes.com 

Twittter: @pwwellman 


ISIS attack targeting troops is third since peace deal 


By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — An Is¬ 
lamic State militant fired mortars 
at U.S. and international troops at 
Bagram Airfield in what security 
officials said was the third attack 
on the base since the U.S. signed 
a peace deal with the Taliban last 
month. 

No one was hurt during the at¬ 
tack Saturday night and Bagram 
Airfield, the largest U.S. base in 
Afghanistan, was not damaged, a 
spokesman for the NATO Resolute 
Support mission said Monday. 

A man in a small pickup drove 


through a police checkpoint near 
Bagram around 8 p.m. Saturday 
and fired three mortars at the 
base before escaping, said Mo¬ 
hammad Mahfooz Alizada, police 
chief of Parwan province. 

Afghan police destroyed the 
militant’s truck, causing a large 
explosion, said Bagram district 
governor Abdul Shokour Qudou- 
si. All of the mortars were shot 
down, he said. 

ISIS claimed the attack shortly 
afterward. 

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah 
Mujahid told Stars and Stripes on 
Monday in a phone interview that 
the group blamed the attack on 


spoilers trying to “sabotage” the 
peace process. 

A deal signed by the Taliban 
and the U.S. in Qatar last month 
outlined the withdrawal of Amer¬ 
ican and coalition troops from the 
country, in exchange for several 
concessions from the Taliban, in¬ 
cluding a commitment to stop at¬ 
tacking U.S. and foreign partner 
forces. 

“According to our promise, our 
fighters are careful in all those 
areas where U.S. forces are,” Mu¬ 
jahid said. 

However, the police chief of 
the province that includes Ba¬ 
gram said he didn’t believe the 


Taliban’s denial of responsibility 
for the mortar attack. 

“These terrorists, they don’t 
believe in lessening violence. We 
know it is them,” said Alizada, the 
police chief of the province hous¬ 
ing Bagram, citing his depart¬ 
ment’s intelligence reports. 

The attack last weekend was 
the third on the base since the 
signing of the deal, Alizada said. 

The Taliban participated in a 
weeklong “reduction of violence” 
period prior to signing their deal 
with the U.S. but have resumed 
attacks on Afghan security forc¬ 
es, raising the ire of both Ameri¬ 
can and Afghan officials. 


If these attacks continue, Af¬ 
ghan security forces will shift 
from what have been mostly de¬ 
fensive positions to attacking, De¬ 
fense Ministry Asadullah Khalid 
said last week. 

“The enemy has increased their 
violence throughout the country,” 
Khalid said. “If the enemy con¬ 
tinues their attacks, we will go 
after them and will follow them in 
whatever hideout they are in.” 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this 
report. 

Iawrence.jp@stripes.com 
Twitter: @jplawrence3 


Airman from Wash, state ID’d as Fla. training accident victim 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

A 24-year-old Air Force special tactics 
combat controller from Washington state 
was found dead Thursday after he went 
missing during a training swim at a Navy 
base in Panama City, Fla., service officials 
said. 

Airman 1st Class Keigan Baker, a na¬ 
tive of Longview, Wash., was participat¬ 
ing in a combat dive course conducted by 
Air Education and Training Command’s 
Special Warfare Training Wing at Naval 
Support Activity Panama City, according 
to a news release. He was assigned to the 
Special Tactics Training Squadron of the 


24th Special Operations Wing at Hurlburt 
Field, Fla. The incident remains under 
investigation. 

Baker went missing at about 11:05 a.m. 
and he was found about five hours later, ac¬ 
cording to a news release issued by Hurl¬ 
burt Field. 

“This is a devastating loss to the entire 
special tactics community,” Air Force Col. 
Matthew Allen, commander of the 24th 
Special Operations Wing, said in a state¬ 
ment. “We are very grateful for Keigan’s 
willingness to serve our nation and vow to 
honor his memory.” 

Baker enlisted in the Air Force in June 
2018 and he was recognized as an honor 
graduate at basic military training. He 


immediately entered the two-year com¬ 
bat control training program to begin 
training to deploy into combat zones to 
conduct reconnaissance, global access, 
precision strikes and personnel recovery 
operations. 

Shortly after being assigned to the Spe¬ 
cial Tactics Training Squadron, he left to 
attend a pre-dive course at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland Air Force Base in Texas 
before traveling to Panama City for the 
combat dive training. 

The Air Force combat dive course teach¬ 
es students diving fundamentals including 
scuba training. Students learn basic div¬ 
ing, advanced rescue diving principles and 
advanced combat diving fundamentals. 


Upon completion of the course, students 
are certified Special Operations Command 
combatant divers. 

Baker’s Air Force awards and decora¬ 
tions include the Air Force Good Conduct 
Medal, Air Force Basic Military Training 
Honor Graduate Ribbon, the Air Force 
Training Ribbon and the Global War on 
Terrorism Service Medal. 

A Go Fund Me page created in Baker’s 
honor has raised more than $15,000. His 
family is working to create a nonprofit in 
his memory that is focused on mentorship 
of young people considering a career in Air 
Force special operations. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK _ 

Navy teams batch test on 7th Fleet ships 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan 
— The Navy has taken coronavirus testing 
directly to ships at sea by deploying medi¬ 
cal teams equipped with test kits to combat 
the spreading virus, according to the 7th 
Fleet. 

Teams of preventive medicine and medi¬ 
cal research specialists were sent March 14 
to the amphibious assault ship USS Amer¬ 
ica, stationed at Sasebo Naval Base, Japan; 
the USS Blue Ridge, the 7th Fleet flagship 
based at Yokosuka; and the aircraft carrier 
USS Theodore Roosevelt, according to the 
7th Fleet Public Affairs Office on Saturday. 
The Roosevelt, homeported in California, 
was in the western Pacific when the teams 
deployed, according to navy.mil. 

The teams are batch testing sailors with 
flulike symptoms aboard those vessels 


rather than sending the samples ashore for 
testing, according to the 7th Fleet. Batch 
testing means one test is done simultane¬ 
ously on multiple specimens. 

So far, no one aboard a 7th Fleet vessel 
has tested positive for coronavirus, accord¬ 
ing to Saturday’s statement. 

“The team here in 7th Fleet has taken 
COVID-19 seriously from the beginning 
and has many public health measures al¬ 
ready in place,” 7th Fleet Surgeon Capt. 
Christine Sears said in the statement. The 
deployed medical teams “provide addi¬ 
tional depth in our ability to combat this 
virus.” 

The medical teams are only looking 
for the presence of coronavirus on board 
those ships. The results they collect cannot 
indicate individual cases, according to the 
Navy statement. 

If a batch sample comes back positive for 
the virus, the sailors in that group may be 


isolated or, depending on their symptoms, 
evacuated off the ship for further testing, 
according to the statement. 

The embarked medical teams are com¬ 
posed of a preventive medicine technician, 
preventative medicine officer, a microbi¬ 
ologist and medical laboratory technician, 
according to the statement. 

The two tests being utilized by the teams 
are the BioFire Film array, which tests 
for respiratory diseases, and the Step One 
RT-PCR System, which allows the team to 
perform more comprehensive coronavirus 
tests at sea. 

“This capability allows us, the Navy, to 
protect mission readiness and protection 
of our sailors,” Lt. Cmdr. Rebecca Pav- 
licek, Blue Ridge COVID-19 testing team 
lead, said in the statement. 

lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CLopez_Stripes 



U.S. Navy 


Members of a Navy preventive medicine 
team test samples in a BioFire Film 
Array, which will test for nearly 30 
diseases, aboard the USS Blue Ridge. 


USNS Mercy heads to LA to help local hospitals 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The hospital ship 
USNS Mercy is departing Monday from 
Naval Station San Diego for Los Angeles to 
help with local medical efforts as the fed¬ 
eral government predicts a surge of cases 
in the region and an increased need for 
hospital beds. 

The Mercy has more than 800 Navy 
medical personnel and support staff and 
will take on non-coronavirus patients that 
have been referred by LA hospitals, ac¬ 
cording to a Navy statement. The ship will 
be able to provide “a full spectrum of med¬ 
ical care to include critical and urgent care 
for adults.” 

By not treating coronavirus patients, 
the ship will allow local hospitals to care 


for people who have been infected without 
taxing their already strained medical sys¬ 
tem with other critical cases. 

“We can take care of... trauma patients 
... [to] open up more rooms for patients 
with the [coronavirus] because what they 
require are special rooms that are seques¬ 
tered, that have other capabilities that we 
don’t necessarily have available to us,” De¬ 
fense Secretary Mark Esper said last week. 
“It’s a different approach, but we want to 
make all that available so that we’re doing 
everything we can to help the American 
people.” 

California Gov. Gavin Newsom an¬ 
nounced Thursday that he had sent a let¬ 
ter to President Donald Trump requesting 
the ship be sent to the LA area, saying 
they expect more than half of the state’s 
population — 25.5 million people — will 


be infected during an eight-week period as 
the coronavirus outbreak worsens in the 
United States. 

Trump announced Sunday that the 
Mercy was heading to LA and not Seattle, 
one of the other locations considered for 
the ship. Peter Gaynor, the administrator 
of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, said the decision was based on 
analysis of potential hospital bed needs. 
Washington was one of the first states to 
see an outbreak of cases and deaths from 
the virus. 

“Even though there are more cases right 
now in Washington, the projected needs for 
beds in California is five times more that of 
Washington,” Gaynor said. 

LA has 409 confirmed cases and five 
deaths from the coronavirus as of Monday, 
according to Johns Hopkins University. 


King County, Wash., which includes Se¬ 
attle, has more than 1,000 confirmed cases 
and 75 deaths from the virus, according to 
Johns Hopkins. 

New York will receive the other Navy 
hospital ship, the USNS Comfort. However, 
it is not expected to arrive until mid-April 
due to maintenance, according to Trump. 

New York City has more than 10,700 
confirmed cases and 99 deaths from the 
virus, according to Johns Hopkins. The 
New York City region has seen a surge of 
cases and area hospital officials are con¬ 
cerned about supply, including ventilators 
and masks, The New York Times reported 
Sunday. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 


Military community cases near 250, prompting new measures 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Cases of coronavi¬ 
rus in the military community neared 250 
worldwide, including the Defense Depart¬ 
ment’s first pandemic-linked death and 
spurring new measures taken at installa¬ 
tions in the United States, Pentagon offi¬ 
cials said Monday. 

Officials at bases in Alaska and Hawaii 
announced new cases of the fast-spreading 
virus among troops there, and Pentagon 
officials said 137 service members world¬ 
wide had tested positive for the disease as 
of early Monday. Seven of those service 
members were hospitalized and four have 
recovered from the virus, according a Pen¬ 
tagon news release. 

Other cases included 45 Defense De¬ 
partment civilian workers, 35 military de¬ 
pendents and 32 contractors, the Pentagon 
said. One of the contractors, a man in his 
60s who worked in Arlington, Va., died Sat¬ 
urday, marking the first reported DOD-re- 
lated death, officials said. 

The new statistics show a substantive 
rise among troops and other DOD-linked 
individuals in the last week, as the virus 
spreads and larger numbers of individuals 
are tested, especially in the United States. 
The Pentagon on March 17, for example, 


reported only 59 cases across its commu¬ 
nity, including 36 service members. Johns 
Hopkins University said as of early Mon¬ 
day afternoon at least 35,530 individuals 
in the United States had tested positive for 
the virus. 

The defense contractor’s death was an¬ 
nounced Sunday. He had been hospitalized 
since March 10 with symptoms consistent 
with the coronavirus, but it was not clear 
precisely when he was confirmed to have 
the fast-spreading virus, Air Force Lt. Col. 
Carla Gleason, a Pentagon spokeswoman, 
said Monday. 

The Pentagon did not name the contrac¬ 
tor, citing federal privacy law. Gleason said 
she did not know his exact age, but he was 
older than 60. He had been working at the 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, at 
its headquarters in Crystal City, an Ar¬ 
lington neighborhood just blocks from the 
Pentagon. 

The contractor worked as an informa¬ 
tion technology professional at DSCA, 
which trains and equips foreign allied and 
partner nations to work alongside the U.S. 
military. But he worked directly for DOD’s 
Washington D.C.-area IT hub, known as 
the Joint Service Provider, which supplies 
IT capabilities to some 38,000 defense 
officials at the Pentagon and across the 
Washington area, said a defense official, 


who spoke on the condition of anonymity to 
provide information about the contractor. 

The coronavirus case in Alaska marked 
the first confirmed case for a service mem¬ 
ber in that state. The case in Hawaii was at 
least the second. 

The Alaska case spurred the command¬ 
er at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson to 
declare a public health emergency Sun¬ 
day and elevate the health safety precau¬ 
tions at the Army and Air Force base in 
Anchorage. 

The precautions include going to mis¬ 
sion-essential personnel only and the base 
day cares are only open for children of 
those personnel, according to a news re¬ 
lease from the base. People on base are 
asked to leave home only when necessary 
and to practice social distancing while 
they are out. 

Across the state, 32 people are con¬ 
firmed to have the virus and seven of those 
tests were conducted by Elmendorf-Rich- 
ardson’s 673rd Medical Group, according 
to the release. 

JBER is at least the third base in the 
United States that has issued a public 
health emergency declaration. Emergen¬ 
cies were declared last week at Joint Base 
Andrews in Maryland and at Barksdale 
Air Force Base in Louisiana. 

In Hawaii, a Marine tested positive for 


coronavirus at Camp H.M. Smith, accord¬ 
ing to a release from the Marine Corps on 
Sunday. 

“The Marine returned Friday from 
training and annual leave on the U.S. 
mainland, and proceeded to Tripler Army 
Medical Center with symptoms of [a coro¬ 
navirus] infection,” Marine Corps Forces 
Pacific said in a statement. 

Camp H.M. Smith, on Oahu, is the head¬ 
quarters for Marine Corps Forces Pacific 
and Indo-Pacific Command. 

There are now at least two service mem¬ 
bers to test positive in Hawaii. On Saturday, 
the Army reported a 25th Infantry Divi¬ 
sion soldier stationed at Schofield Barracks 
tested positive for coronavirus. Statewide, 
the Hawaii Department of Health reported 
58 cases of coronavirus. 

Defense Secretary Mark Esper said 
Monday that the Pentagon was instrumen¬ 
tal in the federal government’s response to 
the pandemic, which has left much of the 
United States at a near-standstill as pub¬ 
lic health officials urge individuals to stay 
home as much as possible. 

Stars and Stripes reporters Rose L. Thayer 

and Seth Robson contributed to this story. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 

Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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Tuesday, March 24,2020 


•Stars and Stripes* 


So you’re stationed overseas and it’s 

VCJIf This handy flowchart on absentee voting 

Clll CICWUWII ycaiHi lays it all out. 



DO YOU WANT TO VOTE ^ 

IN U.S. ELECTIONS? — - 0 - 


Have you registered to vote absentee 
and requested your ballot? 



NO 


Great! Have you received 
your ballot yet? 


i i 

^YES^ 


Go to FVAP.gov and fill out a Federal Post Card 
Application (FPCA) to register and request your ballot. 
You can also get one from your VAO. Send it in by 
August 1 (or your state’s deadline). 


->- 


If you haven’t received your state ballot in time 
to vote, use the Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot 
(FWAB) as a backup ballot. 

Get it at FVAP.gov. 


You’re on track. 
Have you filled out your 
ballot and sent it in? 



If your regular ballot arrives, 
fill that out and send it in too. 
Don’t worry; only one ballot 
will be counted. 


If you know someone 
who wants to vote, 
share this with them! 




- 


Don’t miss your vote-by date! Send in 
your ballot by October 13 if you’re overseas 
or October 27 if you’re stateside. If you don’t 
have access to Military Postal Service, 
send it by October 5. 


After you send your ballot, 
you can check if it was received 
by your election office. 

Get started at FVAP.gov. 


Great! Have you checked 
that your ballot arrived? 


-< 


RSVRgov 

FEDERAL VOTING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 


-^YES^ 





-►--I 


Wow, you’re one 
squared-away voter! 


Send it in like your regular ballot. 
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Army restarting limited 
virus testing in Stuttgart 



Senior Airman Michelle Westerman, a medical technician, wears an N-95 respirator as a precaution 
while screening patients for the coronavirus Friday at Ramstein Air Base, Germany. 

Ramstein keeps flying amid crisis 


By Brian Ferguson 
and Jennifer H. Svan 

Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — The main base in the largest 
overseas U.S. military communi¬ 
ty has reduced flight operations, 
shuttered base services and can¬ 
celed group official functions as 
it tries to keep the coronavirus at 
bay. 

At Ramstein Air Base, while 
screening measures — for the 
most part, medical personnel 
taking temperatures and ask¬ 
ing people if they’re feeling sick 
— have rapidly increased, testing 
has not. 

Medical workers have screened 
hundreds at the clinic and the 
passenger terminal for the virus, 
among the roughly 11,000 per¬ 
sonnel assigned to Ramstein Air 
Base. Of those screened, the base 
had tested 12 people and placed 
50 in quarantine or isolation as of 
Monday, base officials said. 

Two civilian employees and 
two dependents of active-duty 
airmen at Ramstein have tested 
positive for the virus, placing the 
total of confirmed cases at five 
among the roughly 54,000 in the 
U.S. military community living in 
the Kaiserslautern area. 

Ramstein is generally testing 
only those who show symptoms, 
which include a fever in combi¬ 
nation with a cough or trouble 
breathing, in line with U.S. Cen¬ 
ters for Disease Control and Pre¬ 
vention guidance. The guidance 
continues despite concern over 
spread of the virus by asymptom¬ 
atic carriers, though U.S. health 
officials say data on that remains 
preliminary. 

At U.S. Army Garrison Stutt¬ 
gart, which had 31 confirmed 
infections by Monday, more than 
any other overseas military area, 
testing for asymptomatic people 
paused after two days due to lim¬ 
ited supplies. 

Without a fever or lower re¬ 
spiratory symptoms, it’s unlikely 



Maj. Christina Howlett talks to a 
patient about her symptoms at 
Ramstein Air Base’s medical call 
center Friday. 

someone will need a test, said Lt. 
Col. Tracy Bozung, the installa¬ 
tion’s public health emergency 
officer. 

“It depends on how prevalent 
this becomes and in what com¬ 
munities it’s prevalent,” she said. 

Tests can yield false results, 
“because your viral load has to get 
to a certain level before the test 
pops positive,” Bozung said. Be¬ 
cause of that, a negative test could 
end up falsely reassuring people 
without symptoms, she said. 

For airmen in mission-critical 
jobs, such as health care work¬ 
ers, there can be “a lower trigger 
threshold for testing,” Bozung 
said. “It’s a balance,” she said, 
“because we’ve still got a mission 
to do.” 

The 86th Airlift Wing has ad¬ 
justed to comply with guidance 
and regulations from each coun¬ 
try that has been affected by the 
pandemic, wing commander Brig. 
Gen. Mark R. August said. 

Flight operations have slowed 
down and many people are stay¬ 
ing home, he said, but mission- 
essential functions such as air 
traffic control, aerial port, air¬ 
craft maintenance and flight op¬ 
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erations are operating. 

“I’ve got to keep the installation 
open,” the commander said. 

The base has planned for dif¬ 
ferent scenarios, from if an air¬ 
man contracts the virus to one 
with 100 on-base coronavirus 
cases, August said. 

The base last week set up a 
COVID-19 hotline and screen¬ 
ing center, which is averaging 
about 80 calls a day. When air¬ 
men and their families show up at 
the base’s medical clinic, they’re 
asked questions like whether they 
have a cough, a fever or trouble 
breathing. 

Everyone gets their tempera¬ 
ture checked, said Senior Airman 
Michelle Westerman, a medical 
technician for the 86th Medical 
Group. 

On Friday, while wearing 
scrubs and an N95 mask designed 
to keep away airborne and droplet 
contamination, Westerman took 
patient temperatures inside an 
ambulance bay outside the clinic. 

“We are at the single-point 
entry,” she said, “so it kind of 
feels like we are towards the front 
lines because we have to screen 
every single patient that comes 
in through the (medical) group, 
whether they’re sick or not.” 

There were about 40 total coro¬ 
navirus cases in the Kaiserslaut¬ 
ern and Landstuhl areas as of 
Monday, Germany’s Robert Koch 
Institute said on its website, while 
Germany has seen 22,672 as of 
Monday. 

On Sunday, Chancellor Angela 
Merkel announced new restric¬ 
tions limiting public groups to two 
people unless they are part of the 
same household, and closure of 
nonessential services such as li¬ 
braries, barber shops and beauty 
salons. Shortly afterward, Merkel 
quarantined herself because one 
of her doctors had tested positive 
for the virus. 


ferguson.brian@stripes.com 
Twitter: @BrianFerg57 
svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — 
Coronavirus testing at the Army 
garrison here briefly expanded to 
include symptom-free people who 
live in on-base apartment build¬ 
ings or work in customer service, 
as the military tried a new strate¬ 
gy to stem the spread of the virus, 
officials said. 

But the effort, launched over 
the weekend, was curtailed two 
days after it began because of 
limited supplies. Garrison offi¬ 
cials hope to restart limited test¬ 
ing Tuesday. 

The halt came because “there is 
the potential you can overwhelm 
the system,” garrison command¬ 
er Col. Jason Condrey said in an 
interview Monday. 

Thirty-one people in the Stutt¬ 
gart military community have 
tested positive for the virus, which 
is more confirmed cases than any 
other military area overseas. 
The virus has been diagnosed in 
around 60 personnel at U.S. bases 
in Europe. 

As results from the first batch 
of tests come in, the garrison ex¬ 
pects to better understand the 
scope of the problem, Condrey 
said. 

“From my perspective, (the 
virus) is pretty much every¬ 
where,” he said. 

A new testing center was set up 
at the Exchange on Panzer Kas- 
erne over the weekend and 250 
test samples were taken, Condrey 
said in an announcement Sunday. 

“In order to get ahead of the 
virus, we need to look in every 
workspace, in every stairwell 
apartment within our family 
housing, and look at our work¬ 
force in some of those critical, 
high-contact services,” he said. 

The expanded testing plan 
stopped Monday because of a 
shortage of testing supplies, gar¬ 
rison officials said. Landstuhl 
Regional Medical Center’s ability 
to process the greater number of 
tests also was a “limiting factor,” 
Condrey said. 

As of Friday, LRMC had pro¬ 
cessed about 550 total corona¬ 
virus tests and was averaging 
roughly 40 test analyses per day, 
hospital officials said. The recent 
arrival of new processing equip¬ 
ment has allowed the hospital to 
increase that test rate more than 
tenfold to 435 daily. 

More testing, along with strict¬ 
er adherence to social distancing 
rules — keeping at least six feet 
away from anyone other than 
family members or partners 
— are key to stopping the virus’ 
rapid spread, Condrey said. 

“It’s clear to me we’ve been 
fighting the enemy’s plan for sev¬ 
eral weeks now, the enemy being 
this virus,” he said. “We’ve not 
been fast enough.” 

Since the coronavirus outbreak 
reached Europe in late January, 
testing within the U.S. military 
community on the Continent has 
largely been restricted to those 
with symptoms, people who 
had recently traveled to an area 
where the virus was known to be 
circulating — such as Wuhan in 
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Jakawana Minton, a civilian 
at the U.S. Army garrison in 
Stuttgart, gets screened for the 
coronavirus at a drive-thru site 
last week. 

China, where it began — or who 
had been in contact with an in¬ 
fected person. 

Stuttgart, a major city with an 
international airport, is unusu¬ 
al among garrisons in Europe, 
which are typically in smaller 
towns. Another factor that could 
explain the high number of cases 
is that personnel in Stuttgart, 
home to U.S. European and Afri¬ 
ca Command, tend to travel more 
frequently than at posts that host 
tactical units, Condrey said. 

The main aim of expanding 
testing to those without symp¬ 
toms is to reduce the spread of the 
virus by people who are infected 
but show no sign of illness. 

Military health officials are 
discussing whether to add labs 
in Europe to analyze coronavi¬ 
rus tests, which could speed up 
the time it takes to determine if 
someone has the virus. It’s not 
known how soon more test sites 
could be added, LRMC’s Col. 
Randall Freeman told Stars and 
Stripes last week. LRMC is cur¬ 
rently the only U.S. military facil¬ 
ity in Europe equipped to analyze 
coronavirus tests. 

Testing asymptomatic people 
doesn’t mean everyone on post 
can get screened, Condrey said. 

“We’ve had a change in how we 
do testing that makes this pos¬ 
sible, but even with that change, 
we don’t have enough test kits to 
test everyone,” he said. 

Instead, the Stuttgart garrison 
health team is targeting certain 
areas on base to get as compre¬ 
hensive a sampling as possible, 
Condrey said, adding that the 
best way to keep the virus from 
spreading was to practice social 
distancing. 

Condrey said the ability to ex¬ 
pand testing was the result of 
guidance from U.S. Army Europe 
boss Lt. Gen. Christopher Cavoli, 
which has given local command¬ 
ers more flexibility. 

A drive-thru screening site next 
to the health clinic at Stuttgart’s 
Patch Barracks will continue to 
test people with symptoms that 
could indicate coronavirus. Other 
military facilities across Europe 
have set up similar sites. 
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Tokyo tells cherry blossom 
viewers to keep it moving 


By Hana Kusumoto 
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — The Tokyo Metro¬ 
politan Government is caution¬ 
ing visitors to city parks to set 
aside tradition to avoid the threat 
of coronavirus as they enjoy the 
iconic, seasonal Japanese cherry 
blossoms. 

Nonetheless, throngs of visi¬ 
tors gathered beneath the cherry 
blossoms in Tokyo city parks over 
the weekend. Of those that turned 
up Sunday in Ueno Park, where 
more than 3 million took part in 
cherry blossom season last year, 
many came wearing surgical- 
style face masks. 

The advent of sakura, or cherry 
blossoms, came early this year, 
on March 14, thanks to tempera¬ 
tures more like May than March, 
according to the Japan Meteoro¬ 
logical Agency. The blooms’ peak 
occurred Sunday. 

In early March, the Tokyo gov¬ 
ernment called on visitors to re¬ 
frain from having hanami picnics 
in city parks to combat the spread 
of coronavirus. Hanami is Japa¬ 
nese for flower viewing, a pas¬ 
time tied to cherry blossoms. It’s 
one of the most popular seasonal 
events in Japan, where picnickers 
welcome spring beneath bloom¬ 
ing trees in parks and other pub¬ 
lic spaces. 

As of Sunday, Japan has counted 
1,046 confirmed cases of corona¬ 
virus and 36 deaths, according to 
World Health Organization. Fri¬ 
day, the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention height¬ 
ened its travel advisory for Japan 
to level 3, or “avoid nonessential 
travel.” Japan is experiencing a 
“widespread ongoing transmis¬ 
sion” of coronavirus, according to 
the agency. 

At Ueno Park, the city taped off 
areas along a main road, which is 
usually set aside for picnics and 
parties. Signs and loudspeakers 
carried messages urging people 
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Women photograph cherry blossoms along the Meguro River. The 
government has asked visitors to refrain from having picnics in city 
parks to combat the spread of coronavirus. 


See the cherry blossoms 
and the crowds at 

stripes.com/go/tokyoblossoms 


* 


to refrain from traditional hana¬ 
mi parties. And park officials 
and security guards patrolled the 
park carrying the same message. 

“Please cooperate and refrain 
from putting out picnic sheets 
and having parties where you 
eat and drink in groups during 
the cherry blossom season,” the 
posted notices stated. 

During cherry blossom season, 
visitors typically pack the parks 
so tightly that their tarps and 
blankets cover the ground with 
no space between them. Food, 
drink and revelry are the order of 
the day. 

However, sitting close together 
in groups and sharing food and 
drinks carry a high risk of spread¬ 
ing the coronavirus, according 
to a notice on the metropolitan 
government website. It advised 
visitors to keep moving. On Sun¬ 


day, long lines formed for soft ice 
cream and other food vendors. 

“We hope you enjoy hanami 
while strolling,” the notice ad¬ 
vised instead. 

Many popular viewing spots in 
and around Tokyo have canceled 
cherry blossom festivals this 
year. 

Lighting of cherry blossoms at 
Chidorigafuchi, the moats of the 
former Edo Castle near the Impe¬ 
rial Palace in central Tokyo, has 
been canceled. 

Showa Kinen Park in Tachi- 
kawa, close to Yokota Air Base in 
western Tokyo, is also asking vis¬ 
itors to refrain from having hana¬ 
mi parties and will not be open 
for cherry blossom night viewing, 
according to the park website. 

In Kanagawa prefecture, the 
sakura festival at Negishi Forest 
Park in Yokohama, scheduled for 
March 28, has been canceled. The 
Sankeien Garden in Yokohama 
has canceled its night viewing. 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto 



Akifumi IsHiKAWA/Stars and Stripes 


People stroll Monday near the Meguro River in central Tokyo to see 
the cherry blossoms. 
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A sign asks visitors to Ueno Park in Tokyo to “refrain from putting 
out picnic sheets and having parties where you eat and drink in 
groups during the cherry blossom season.” 


Washington trying to keep crowds away from blossoms 



Jacquelyn Martin)/AP 

A 17-year-old who asked not to be 
named wears a yellow hazmat suit as 
he walks with his family under cherry 
blossom trees in full bloom along the 
Tidal Basin on Sunday in Washington. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — As signature cherry 
blossom trees go through peak bloom in 
the nation’s capital, officials in the District 
of Columbia are resorting to mass street 
closures to keep large crowds away in the 
face of the coronavirus pandemic. 

Public officials are publicly pleading 
for low turnout and one prominent local 
chef has launched the #StayHomeCher- 
ryBlossomsChallenge to make low visita¬ 
tion numbers into some sort of community 
goal. Health officials have said limiting 
public gatherings and keeping a distance 
of about 6 feet from others would help stop 
the spread of the disease which has sick¬ 
ened more than 350,000 worldwide. 

The Metropolitan Police Department 
closed a dozen streets, bridges and traf¬ 
fic circles Sunday morning trying to limit 
the traditional crowds who pack the area 
around the Jefferson Memorial and the 


tree-lined Tidal Basin. The iconic cherry 
blossoms reached peak bloom Friday and 
should stay that way for about 10 days. 

“It’s getting weirder and weirder,” said 
National Park Service spokesman Mike 
Litterst of his unprecedented challenge to 
keep one of Washington’s crown jewels as 
empty as possible. 

Officials are instead steering cherry 
blossom fans to their live bloom cam and 
virtual video tours of the Tidal Basin. “It’s 
educational and it gets you close to the 
blooms” said Karyn Le Blanc of the Cher¬ 
ry Blossom Festival. 

“These are strange times,” she added. 

The crowds, Litterst said, have already 
been “a fraction of what we would see in 
a normal spring.” Friday’s crowd’s were 
“manageable” he said, but Saturday 
brought a surge in visitors that convinced 
authorities to take extraordinary steps. 

It appeared to be working: At the Tidal 


Basin on Sunday, visitors wandered in small 
clusters of three or four instead of larger 
groups. The multiple closures caused a few 
loud traffic snarls, but in some areas fami¬ 
lies with strollers enjoyed the newly pedes¬ 
trianized streets. One man walked through 
the area in a white hazmat suit. 

Washington Mayor Muriel Bowser on 
Friday pleaded with both residents and 
visitors to stay inside despite the sunny 
forecast. 

She declared a state of emergency and 
closed all schools through the end of April. 

D.C.-based celebrity chef and philan¬ 
thropist Jose Andres took to Twitter to 
plead for community compliance in avoid¬ 
ing the Tidal Basin. Under the hashtag 
#StayHomeCherryBlossomsChallenge, 
Andres pledged to “cook a huge Paella for 
thousands of Washingtonians” next year if 
they kept the number down. 

























Page 8 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Tuesday, March 24,2020 


VIRUS OUTBREAK 


Ramstein, Aviano 
airmen provide 
Italy with support 



John R. Wright/U.S. Air Force 


Airmen assigned to the 721st Aerial Port Squadron load pallets of medical supplies onto a C-130J 
Super Hercules aircraft heading to Aviano Air Base, Italy, at Ramstein Air Base, Germany, on Friday. 


By Kent Harris 

Stars and Stripes 

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy 
— The U.S. military is assisting 
Italy’s coronavirus response by 
providing a modular unit capable 
of helping medical workers treat 
up to 40 patients a day, Air Force 
officials said Monday. 

A C130-J transport plane from 
the 86th Airlift Wing at Ramstein 
Air Base in Germany delivered 
five pallets of material to Aviano 
on Friday night containing medi¬ 
cal supplies for 22 days, 10 beds 
and two tents, said Maj. Sarah 
Babcock, 31st Fighter Wing 
spokeswoman. 

The En-Route Patient Stag¬ 
ing System is meant for treating 
patients and not for coronavirus 
testing, Babcock said. 

No personnel have been as¬ 
signed to accompany the supplies, 
Babcock said. 


“We’re just waiting to turn it 
over to the Italians,” she said, 
referring questions about its in¬ 
tended use to the Italian Defense 
Ministry, who were not imme¬ 
diately available for comment 
Monday. 

Aviano is ready to serve as a 
staging area for more supplies if 
needed, Babcock said. 

“It’s evidence why this airfield 
and us being mission-ready is so 
important,” she said. “So sup¬ 
plies like this can come in. We’re 
always ready to support our part¬ 
ners during these challenging 
times.” 

Elsewhere in Italy, the 405th 
Army Field Support Battalion- 
Africa is gathering supplies at 
Camp Darby, said Jim Brooks, 
spokesman for U.S. Army Garri¬ 
son Italy in Vicenza. 

It’s the second recent notable 
exchange between the two NATO 
allies, who are both confronted by 


tens of thousands of people who 
have tested positive for COVID- 
19, the disease caused by the 
coronavirus. 

The Associated Press quoted 
officials as saying Monday that 
Italy recorded a smaller day-to- 
day increase in new coronavirus 
cases for the second straight day. 

Data released by Italy’s Civil 
Protection agency on Monday 
showed 4,789 new cases, nearly 
700 fewer than the day-to-day 
increase of 5,560 new cases re¬ 
ported Sunday. The Johns Hop¬ 


kins coronavirus resource center 
reported that as of Monday, there 
are 63,927 confirmed cases and 
6,077 deaths in Italy. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. turned to 
Italy last week for help in alleviat¬ 
ing shortages of the nasal swabs 
used to test for coronavirus. 

Two U.S. Air Force C-17s trans¬ 
ported 1 million testing swabs 
from Aviano to Memphis, Tenn. 
The swabs were purchased from 
Copan Diagnostics Inc., an Ital¬ 
ian company based in Brescia, 
according to an Air Mobility 


Command statement. 

The company has commit¬ 
ted to providing the swabs on an 
ongoing basis, Bloomberg News 
reported. 

The pandemic has infected 
more than 300,000 people around 
the world and killed 14,510 
through Monday, the World 
Health Organization said. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Jennifer H. 
Svan contributed to this report. 
harris.kent@stripes.com 
Twitter: @KentHar08780839 


Pandemic: DOD pushes back on setting quarantine measures for military 


One of the realities of the military is that there is not 
a lot of room for social distancing... but we balance 
risk with our national security mission demands, f 

Jonathan Hoffman 

Pentagon spokesman 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Cooperation Agency died on Saturday, the 
Pentagon said. That marks the first De¬ 
fense Department death associated with 
COVID-19. 

While President Donald Trump has fash¬ 
ioned himself in recent days as a “wartime 
president” battling a new threat, defense 
officials warn that there are limitations to 
what the military can do as it safeguards 
national security and tries to protect 1 mil- 
lion-plus service members from the virus. 

“It is at the end of the day a political and 
soul-of-the nation issue when it comes to 
how much to pull in the military, and in 
what ways,” said Kathleen H. Hicks, a se¬ 
nior vice president at the Center for Strate¬ 
gic and International Studies. 

About 7,300 National Guardsmen spread 
across all 50 states, three territories and 
the District of Columbia have been ac¬ 
tivated so far, military officials said in a 
statement Sunday. They are performing 
tasks that range from teaching others how 
to wear protective equipment to flying test¬ 
ing swabs from Italy. Tens of thousands 
of guardsmen eventually could be called 
upon, officials say, a major commitment 
for a force whose members usually have 
civilian jobs. 

Defense Secretary Mark Esper said 
the department will make its laboratories 
available to test civilians, and senior Army 
officials have said they have a plan in place 
to increase testing capacity from 810 sam¬ 
ples per day to more than 16,000. But the 
timeline for doing so is not yet clear, said 
Lt. Gen. Scott Dingle, the Army’s surgeon 
general. 

The Navy’s two hospital ships, the USNS 
Mercy and USNS Comfort, are being pre¬ 
pared for deployments in the coming days, 
Trump announced last week. But neither is 
designed to handle virus patients because 


of their open floor plans, so the military has 
offered to treat other illnesses and injuries 
to free up bed space in civilian hospitals. 

The military will make available 5 mil¬ 
lion N95 respirator masks and 2,000 venti¬ 
lators from its strategic reserves. But that 
amounts to a small percentage of the equip¬ 
ment needed in a fight for which experts 
have said a few billion respirators could be 
required. Defense officials have not said 
whether more are available. 

The commanding general of the Army 
Corps of Engineers, Lt. Gen. Todd Se- 
monite, detailed an ambitious plan to 
convert hotels, dormitories and facilities 
into makeshift hospitals in New York and 
other cities where there is need, relying on 
money from the Federal Emergency Man¬ 
agement Agency. 

Amid the planning, senior defense of¬ 
ficials have sought to stamp out unsub¬ 
stantiated rumors on social media that the 
Trump administration could federalize the 
National Guard, effectively taking over 
control from governors, to enforce lock- 
downs or quarantines. 

“I hear unfounded rumors about #Na- 
tional Guard troops supporting a nation¬ 
wide quarantine,” Gen. Joseph L. Lengyel, 
chief of the National Guard Bureau, tweet¬ 
ed Friday. “Let me be clear: There has 
been no such discussion.” 

Meanwhile, the number of coronavirus 
cases in the military continues to rise. 


Senior defense officials have unveiled a 
cascading series of new protective mea¬ 
sures, including an announcement on Fri¬ 
day that the Army will close all recruiting 
stations and rely solely on “virtual recruit¬ 
ing” online. 

Senior defense officials also suspended 
nearly all nonessential travel for eight 
weeks beginning March 13, limited ac¬ 
cess to its military installations and even 
relaxed grooming standards for sailors so 
they do not need haircuts as frequently. 

U.S. Central Command, which oversees 
operations in the Middle East, announced 
Friday a new 14-day quarantine for all 
troops before they deploy to protect forces 
already in the region. 

But other protective steps have been 
scuttled, at least for now. 

A Defense Department employee who 
works in the Camp Lejeune area, speaking 
on the condition of anonymity because of 
the sensitivity of the issue, said many con¬ 
tractors and civilian employees continue to 
report to work, operating flight simulators 
in close quarters with Marines and per¬ 
forming other tasks. 

A military planning document obtained 
by The Washington Post shows that senior 
Army and Navy officials discussed stop¬ 
ping the training of all recruits, but the 
Pentagon rejected the idea last week, cit¬ 
ing concerns about detrimental effects to 
the military. 


“We operate our training facilities year- 
round to keep up with our need to recruit 
new military members,” said Jonathan 
Hoffman, the chief Pentagon spokesman. 
“Shutting down training for an extended 
period could cause a gap in our personnel 
pipeline that would take time to clear.” 

Senior defense officials have declined to 
issue a blanket prohibition on commanders 
convening large groups of soldiers, despite 
reports that such activities continue. One 
Army officer, who also spoke on the condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because of the sensitiv¬ 
ity of the issue, said a commander gathered 
70 soldiers in a room at Fort Bragg, N.C., 
on Tuesday and told them that social dis¬ 
tancing applies to social gatherings and not 
anything related to work. 

Esper, asked about whether he would 
ban the gatherings, said the “short answer 
is no.” 

“My view is the commanders have the 
authorities they need to take whatever pre¬ 
cautions ... while at the same time ensuring 
the readiness of the troops and the capa¬ 
bilities of our formations,” he said. 

Hoffman said Friday evening that the 
defense secretary “is not going to second 
guess” those commanders. 

“One of the realities of the military is 
that there is not a lot of room for social dis¬ 
tancing in a missile silo, a B-2 cockpit or 
some other mission-critical situations, but 
we balance risk with our national security 
mission demands,” he said. 

Pentagon officials have had frequent con¬ 
versations in recent days with U.S. military 
officials in South Korea, where the virus 
struck in January. The Defense Depart¬ 
ment has said the response there — which 
included close coordination with South 
Korean officials and a robust attempts to 
speak to service members and families — 
is a model for other senior commanders. 













Tuesday, March 24,2020 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 9 


VIRUS OUTBREAK _ 

Chaos marks launch of drive-thru testing sites 



Nam Y. Huh/AP 

Medical personnel at Advocate Lutheran General Hospital conduct drive-thru COVID-19 testing in Park 
Ridge, III., on Thursday. 


By Michelle R. Smith 

Associated Press 

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — Drive- 
thru sites have been opening 
around the United States to make 
it quicker and safer to test people 
for the new coronavirus. But much 
like the rest of the U.S. response 
to the pandemic, the system has 
been marked by inconsisten¬ 
cies, delays and shortages. Many 
people who have symptoms and a 
doctor’s order have waited hours 
or days for a test. 

More than a week after Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump promised 
that states and retail stores such 
as Walmart and CVS would open 
drive-thru test centers, few sites 
are up and running, and they’re 
not yet open to the general public. 
Some states are leaving it to the 
private sector to open test loca¬ 
tions; others are coordinating 
the effort through state health 
departments. 

Patients have complained that 
they had to jump through cum¬ 
bersome bureaucratic hoops and 
wait days to get tested, then wait 
even longer for a result. Testing 
centers opened in some places 
only to be shut down shortly af¬ 
terward because of shortages 
of supplies and staff. And while 
the drive-thru test centers that 
have opened are generally or¬ 
derly, there have been long lines 
at some. 

The slow ramp-up of the 
COVID-19 testing and the spotty 
nature of the system makes it 
hard for public health officials 
to track the spread of the disease 
and bring it under control. 

“We need to be testing more 
broadly to fully understand the 
scope of the public health situa¬ 
tion we are facing,” said Joseph 
Wendelken, a spokesman for the 
Rhode Island Department of 
Health. 

Dr. Brett Giroir, the federal 
health official tasked with over¬ 
seeing testing, said at a White 
House briefing Saturday that 
about 195,000 people have been 
tested in the U.S. so far. That fig¬ 


ure does not include people who 
have been tested in private labs. 

Drive-thru test sites have 
popped up in locations in more 
than 30 states — in state parks 
and parking lots, next to medi¬ 
cal centers and universities, at 
the Mississippi state fairgrounds 
and near where the Jacksonville 
Jaguars play. This past week, the 
governor of Maryland ordered 
vehicle emission inspection pro¬ 
grams across the state to stop so 
that the locations can be used as 
drive-thru centers to test for the 
virus. 

But as of Friday there were no 
open drive-thru tests available in 
Maryland’s inspection centers. 

The Utah health department 
said that it isn’t in charge of the 
sites and isn’t tracking them. 
North Carolina’s health director 
said that the state is leaving test¬ 
ing to the private sector and de¬ 
clined to say how many sites there 
are. By contrast, in Rhode Island, 
health care organizations are 
running the sites in partnership 
with the state health department. 

In Houston on Thursday, cars 
lined up for more than a mile out¬ 
side a hospital when the city’s first 
drive-thru testing site opened. 
U.S. Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee said 
that they administered fewer than 
200 tests in the first six hours. 

Elsewhere, at several sites 
visited by Associated Press 
journalists, the scenes were well- 
controlled and sometimes down¬ 
right quiet. 

Dozens of people waiting in 
cars at a center in Homestead, 
Fla., on Wednesday waited their 
turn to speak with a screener 
wearing a gown and mask and 
carrying a clipboard. Some were 
apparently turned away. Others 
were waved through, had their 
temperatures checked and were 
swabbed for samples. 

But supply shortages have 
shut down drive-thrus in sev¬ 
eral states, including Colorado, 
New Mexico, Virginia, Florida, 
Louisiana, Alabama, North Caro¬ 
lina and Utah. One Las Vegas site 
was closed because it didn’t have 


enough workers. 

New York state opened several 
centers to great fanfare Tuesday. 
By Friday, however, New York 
City’s health department issued 
an alert saying that only peo¬ 
ple who require hospitalization 
should be tested due to shortages 
of protective equipment such as 
face masks. Drive-thru sites in 
the state remain open, but only to 
people who meet certain criteria. 

Nevada Gov. Steve Sisolak said 
that he has begged the federal 
government for additional test 
kits and supplies, but the state 
received a notice Thursday that 
all of its requests for drive-thru 
testing pods and testing kits “are 
on an indefinite backlog, without 
any estimate of a timeline for 
delivery.” 

“This is our unfortunate reality 
Nevada. It’s up to us,” he said. 

The sites themselves are dotted 
with tents and traffic cones. The 
most notable features are medi¬ 


cal personnel wearing masks, 
gloves and protective smocks or 
other clothing. They take nose 
and throat swabs from people sit¬ 
ting in their cars or help people 
go inside for the test. 

The vast network of drive-thru 
sites at retail chains that Trump 
said more than a week ago was 
coming has so far failed to mate¬ 
rialize. CVS has opened one site 
in Massachusetts, which it calls 
a “model for testing.” Walmart 
launched two sites Sunday and 
Walgreens said that it’s launch¬ 
ing one, all three in Illinois. Only 
health care workers and first 
responders are allowed, and 
Walmart said that a maximum 
150 tests per day could be per¬ 
formed at its federal sites. 

The patchwork of approaches 
has caused confusion for patients. 
Caroline Mauldin was ordered 
to get a test by her doctor in 
Charleston, S.C., on Tuesday after 
experiencing aches and chills for 


several days. 

To get an appointment at a 
drive-thru site at a medical center, 
she had to fill out a lengthy online 
questionnaire and spent two days 
calling a number that rolled to 
voicemail and wouldn’t take mes¬ 
sages. She resorted to tweeting at 
the hospital several times just to 
move things forward. 

On Thursday, she finally got 
an appointment for Monday. She 
was told that the results would not 
come back until four to five days 
after that. The visit will cost her 
$25, she said. Complicating mat¬ 
ters, she doesn’t have a car and 
has to borrow one from a friend. 

“We have a lot of elderly, low- 
income people here who don’t 
have access to the internet and 
who don’t have access to trans¬ 
portation. And given that they’re 
the highest risk population, how 
are we getting tests to them?” she 
asked. 


Justice Department brings first fraud case stemming from epidemic 


By Matt Zapotosky 

The Washington Post 

The U.S. Justice Department 
this weekend brought its first 
case of alleged fraud stemming 
from the coronavirus crisis, con¬ 
vincing a federal judge to issue a 
restraining order to block a web¬ 
site that claimed to be distribut¬ 
ing vaccines. 

In court documents, the de¬ 
partment said that the operator of 
coronavirusmedicalkit.com was 
facilitating a wire-fraud scheme, 
“intentionally making false state¬ 
ments” about the vaccines, which 
do not exist. 

“The website falsely claims 
that the World Health Organiza¬ 
tion is giving away free vaccine 
kits and that individuals who visit 
the website can order such a kit 
by paying $4.95 for shipping,” the 
Justice Department wrote. “The 


World Health Organization is not 
offering free ‘vaccine kits’ for 
COVID-19. Indeed, there exists 
no known vaccine that is effective 
against COVID-19.” 

U.S. District Judge Robert Pit¬ 
man granted the department’s re¬ 
quest for a temporary restraining 
order against the site and the en¬ 
tity that registered it on Sunday 
— though as of late afternoon, it 
remained live. 

The Justice Department did 
not identify the person behind it. 
The civil case was filed as a “John 
Doe” complaint. The department 
wrote that the company Name- 
Cheap Inc. registered the site 
on behalf of an unknown person 
March 3, and officials sent a let¬ 
ter to it Thursday informing it of 
the alleged fraud. Efforts to con¬ 
tact NameCheap’s CEO were not 
successful Sunday. 

Attorney General William 


Barr last week directed federal 
prosecutors across the country 
to prioritize the “detection, in¬ 
vestigation and prosecution of 
all criminal conduct related to” 
COVID-19. 

“The pandemic is dangerous 
enough without wrongdoers seek¬ 
ing to profit from public panic, 
and this sort of conduct cannot be 
tolerated,” he wrote in a memo. 

His deputy, Jeff Rosen, later is¬ 
sued similar guidance, telling all 
U.S. attorneys to appoint a coro¬ 
navirus coordinator in their re¬ 
spective offices. 

The coronavirusmedicalkit. 
com site is a simple one. Below 
an NBC News video clip about 
the crisis, it falsely claims that 
the World Health Organization is 
“giving away vaccine kits” to peo¬ 
ple willing to pay $4.95 for ship¬ 
ping, and prompts users to click a 
button to “ORDER NOW.” 


“You just need to add water, 
and the drugs and vaccines are 
ready to be administered,” the 
site says. “There are two parts to 
the kit: one holds pellets contain¬ 
ing the chemical machinery that 
synthesises the end product, and 
the other holds pellets contain¬ 
ing instructions that tell the drug 
which compound to create. Mix 
two parts together in a chosen 
combination, add water and the 
treatment is ready.” 

A Justice Department official, 
speaking on the condition of ano¬ 
nymity to discuss the ongoing 
investigation, said that officials 
do not know who created the site, 
and it is possible it was registered 
with NameCheap by someone 
using a fake name or other tools to 
hide their identity. The restrain¬ 
ing order, the official said, also 
covers NameCheap, though there 
is no allegation that the company 


has committed a crime. 

The official said that the Jus¬ 
tice Department has recently set 
up systems to review consumer 
complaints about the coronavi¬ 
rus, as well as conducting their 
own scouring of the internet and 
news sites to “identify potentially 
problematic conduct.” U.S. Attor¬ 
neys across the country have been 
issuing public warnings about the 
problem in recent days. 

In addition to sites selling fake 
products, law enforcement is con¬ 
cerned with telephone scams in 
which callers claim that some¬ 
one’s relative has been diagnosed 
with COVID-19 and they must 
wire money immediately to cover 
the cost of treatment. 

“There’s fraudsters all over the 
world that will look at this epi¬ 
demic as an opportunity,” the of¬ 
ficial said. 
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India halts vital 
train network 
to curb spread 


Associated. Press 

NEW DELHI — As India ex¬ 
panded its virus-containment 
measures and halted its train net¬ 
work, the country’s lifeblood, the 
federal government warned Mon¬ 
day of strict legal action for those 
who flout the rules. 

“Please save yourself, save 
your family,” Prime Minister Na- 
rendra Modi tweeted in Hindi, 
calling for states to follow the 
preventive measures issued by 
the federal government to contain 
the spread of the virus. 

The strict legal action vowed 
wasn’t immediately clear. Other 
places have simply sent viola¬ 
tors home since alternatives like 
detention would create crowded 
conditions where the virus could 
spread. 

To contain the outbreak, au¬ 
thorities have gradually started 
to lock down many of the coun¬ 
try of 1.3 billion people, sending 


stock markets to record lows. 
Parliament adjourned its session, 
and India’s civil aviation author¬ 
ity banned all commercial flights 
within India starting Wednesday. 
International flights were kept 
from landing from Sunday until 
at least March 31. 

At least 80 districts where cases 
of infection have been detected 
are under stringent lockdown. 
Police and health care were op¬ 
erating, but commercial estab¬ 
lishments have closed except for 
essential services. Banks have 
asked their customers to switch to 
online transactions and reduced 
their office staff. 

The government has fervently 
appealed for people to practice 
social distancing and wash their 
hands often. 

But Modi’s call for a 14-hour 
voluntary curfew on Sunday was 
the first nationwide effort at so¬ 
cial isolation practices the World 
Health Organization believes are 



Channi Anand/AP 


An Indian municipal worker spray disinfectants as a precautionary measure against COVID-19 outside a 
temple in Jammu, India, on Friday. India has halted its crucial train network, Monday, to try to stop the 
spread of coronavirus. 


critical to slowing the outbreak 
to a level that doesn’t overwhelm 
health care systems. Lockdowns 
in other places have lasted at least 
two weeks, which is believed to be 
the maximum incubation period 
of the virus. 

Streets across India’s cities on 
Sunday were deserted as citizens 
stayed indoors heeding Modi’s 
call. But key train stations were 
packed with thousands of migrant 
workers suddenly out of work and 
trying to head to their villages, 


risking carrying the infection to 
the nation’s vast hinterland. 

Late Sunday, train services 
were suspended until March 31 
while crowds were still waiting to 
board. The suspension included 
major long-distance trains and 
public transit in India’s big cities, 
exempting only freight. The New 
Delhi Railway Station, usually 
teeming with activity, was empty 
on Monday. 

India’s national railway system 
totals 42,000 miles and carries 


more than 8 billion passengers a 
year. 

India has at least 415 active 
cases of infection with the new 
coronavirus and seven deaths 
from COVID-19, the illness it 
causes. 

Many were linked to foreign 
travel, but indigenous spread of 
the disease is considered inevi¬ 
table in India, where tens of mil¬ 
lions live in dense urban areas 
with irregular access to clean 
water. 


War-torn Syria braces for major 
lockdown after 1st case reported 



A masked newspaper seller waits for customers in the virtually 
empty Rosebank Mall in Johannesburg, on Sunday. 


South Africa’s cases jump 
to 402, has most in Africa 


By Albert Aji 

AND BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 

DAMASCUS, Syria — Syr¬ 
ians rushed to stock up on food 
and fuel Monday amid fears that 
authorities would resort to even 
stricter measures after reporting 
the first coronavirus infection in 
the country, where the healthcare 
system has been decimated by 
nearly a decade of civil war. 

The arrival of the global pan¬ 
demic in Syria as well as the 
Gaza Strip has raised concerns 
it could run rampant in some of 
the most vulnerable areas in the 
Middle East. War-torn Libya and 
Yemen, which have yet to report 
any cases, are also a source of 
concern. 

The worst outbreak in the 
Middle East is unfolding in Iran, 
where state TV reported another 
127 deaths on Monday, bring¬ 
ing the total number of fatalities 
to 1,812 amid more than 23,000 
confirmed cases. Iran has faced 
widespread criticism for not im¬ 
posing stricter quarantine mea¬ 
sures early on. It is also suffering 
under severe U.S. sanctions. 

Lines formed outside grocery 
stores, banks and petrol stations 
across the Syrian capital, Damas¬ 
cus, as people braced for wider 
closures. The government has 


already closed restaurants, cafes 
and other businesses, and has 
halted public transportation. 

The city’s famed Hamidiyeh 
souk, a network of covered mar¬ 
kets running through the Old 
City, was deserted after the gov¬ 
ernment ordered all shops closed 
on Sunday. 

Authorities closed border 
crossings with Lebanon and Jor¬ 
dan, and Damascus International 
Airport was closed to commercial 
traffic after a final flight arrived 
from Moscow. State-run newspa¬ 
pers issued their last print edition 
and will only be available online. 

Countries across the Middle 
East have already ramped up re¬ 
strictions on daily life in an effort 
to contain the global pandemic. 
Many have sealed their borders 
and canceled flights. 

The United Arab Emirates, 
home to the world’s busiest inter¬ 
national airport, said it was sus¬ 
pending all passenger and transit 
flights for two weeks. Dubai’s 
airport is a vital hub connecting 
Western nations with Asian coun¬ 
tries and Australia, and suspend¬ 
ing transit flights there affects 
travelers around the world. 

Syria has close ties to Iran, 
which is a key ally of the govern¬ 
ment in the civil war, and Shiite 
pilgrims frequently travel be¬ 


tween the two countries. Syria’s 
Health Ministry reported the 
first case of coronavirus late 
Sunday — a 20-year-old woman 
it said had arrived from another 
country, without elaborating. 

Syria’s health care system has 
been ravaged by nearly a de¬ 
cade of war that has displaced 
millions of people and spawned 
rampant poverty. Hospitals and 
clinics across the country have 
been destroyed or damaged. The 
government is also under heavy 
international sanctions linked to 
its conduct during the war. 

An open-ended curfew went 
into effect Monday in parts of 
northern and eastern Syria, 
which are controlled by a Kurd¬ 
ish-led civilian administration. It 
was not immediately clear how 
that would affect hundreds of U.S. 
troops stationed in the region. 

In Iraq, authorities have begun 
using a loudspeaker system for 
the first time since the 1990 Gulf 
War to urge citizens to stay at 
home and avoid large gatherings. 
Jordan used air raid sirens on 
Saturday to announce the start of 
a three-day curfew. 

Iraq’s Health Ministry reported 
three more virus deaths on Mon¬ 
day, bringing its total to 23 fatali¬ 
ties among 266 confirmed cases. 
Jordan has reported 85 cases. 


By Mogomotsi Magome 

Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG — South 
Africa’s coronavirus cases 
jumped to 402 Monday, up 128 
from the day before, continuing 
worrying exponential growth 
and making it the country with 
the most cases in Africa. 

South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa is expected to speak 
to the nation about the growing 
threat and many expect him to 
announce new restrictive mea¬ 
sures to try to slow the spread of 
the disease. 

More than half of South Afri¬ 


ca’s total cases are in Gauteng 
province, which includes Johan¬ 
nesburg, the country’s largest 
city with 5.7 million people, and 
the capital, Pretoria, with 2.4 mil¬ 
lion, according to the figures re¬ 
leased by the government health 
ministry. 

South Africa has overtaken 
Egypt to become the African 
country with the highest num¬ 
ber of cases. South Africa has not 
registered a death from the dis¬ 
ease. The majority of cases are 
from travelers from Europe and 
other countries, but the number 
of cases that are locally transmit¬ 
ted is rising. 
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Fed to buy government debt, lend to businesses 
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A boarded-up Wine and Spirits store Friday in Philadelphia. The Federal Reserve said it will buy as much government debt as it 
deems necessary and will also begin lending to small and large businesses and local governments to help them weather the crisis. 


By Christopher Rugaber 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In its boldest effort to 
protect the U.S. economy from the corona- 
virus, the Federal Reserve says it will buy 
as much government debt as it deems nec¬ 
essary and will also begin lending to small 
and large businesses and local govern¬ 
ments to help them weather the crisis. 

The Fed’s announcement Monday re¬ 
moves any dollar limits from its plans to 
support the flow of credit through an econ¬ 
omy that has been ravaged by the viral out¬ 
break. The central bank’s all-out effort has 
now gone beyond even the extraordinary 
drive it made to rescue the economy from 
the 2008 financial crisis. 

“The coronavirus pandemic is causing 
tremendous hardship across the United 
States and around the world,” the Fed said 
in a statement. “While great uncertainty 
remains, it has become clear that our econ¬ 
omy will face severe disruptions. Aggres¬ 
sive efforts must be taken across the public 
and private sectors to limit the losses to 
jobs and incomes and to promote a swift 
recovery once the disruptions abate.” 

Financial markets sharply reversed 
themselves after the announcement but 
then fell back again after the market 
opened. By midday, the Dow Jones In¬ 
dustrial Average was down about 4%. The 
yield on the 10-year Treasury bond fell, a 
sign that more investors are willing to pur¬ 
chase the securities. 

In unleashing its aggressive new efforts, 
the Fed, led by Chair Jerome Powell, is try¬ 
ing both to stabilize the economy and allay 
panic in financial markets. Many corpora¬ 
tions and city and state governments are 
in desperate need of loans to pay bills and 
maintain operations as their revenue from 
customers or taxpayers collapses. That 
need has escalated demand for cash. In 
the meantime, large businesses have been 
drawing, as much as they can, on their ex¬ 
isting borrowing relationships with banks. 

The intensifying needs for cash means 
that banks and other investors are seeking 
to rapidly unload Treasuries, short-term 
corporate debt, municipal bonds and other 
securities. The Fed’s move to step in and 
act as a buyer of last resort is intended to 
provide that needed cash. 

The central bank’s actions increase 
pressure on Congress to approve a nearly 
$2 trillion stimulus package that stalled 
late Sunday. The bill includes funds that 
would help backstop the Fed’s lending. 
Many economists say that whatever finan¬ 
cial support Congress eventually provides 
will likely be even more important than 
the Fed’s intervention. And they warn that 



Jeff Roberson/AP 


A St. Louis iestaurivnt, shuttered by the 

CORONAVIRUS OUTBIEAK, ON FRIDAY. 


such fiscal help needs to come soon. 

“The Fed’s intervention is not a substi¬ 
tute for fiscal stimulus,” said Joseph Ga¬ 
gnon, a former Fed economist who is now 
senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for 
International Economics. “Let’s hope Con¬ 
gress passes something quickly.” 

Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM, 
a tax and advisory firm, said that if Con¬ 
gress can pass the legislation and have it 
signed into law by Tuesday, banks could 
start making loans to small and medium¬ 
sized businesses, with the Fed’s support, 
by Friday. 

In its announcement Monday, the Fed 
said it will establish three new lending fa¬ 
cilities that will provide up to $300 billion 
by purchasing corporate bonds, a wider 
range of municipal bonds and securities 
tied to such debt as auto and real estate 
loans. It will also buy an unlimited amount 
of Treasury bonds and mortgage-backed 
securities to try to hold down borrowing 
rates and ensure markets function. 

The central bank’s new go-for-broke ap¬ 
proach is an acknowledgment that its previ¬ 
ous plans to keep credit flowing smoothly, 
which included dollar limits, wouldn’t be 
enough in the face of the viral outbreak, 
which has brought the U.S. economy to a 
near standstill as workers and consumers 
stay home. Last week, it said it would buy 
$500 billion of Treasuries and $200 billion 
of mortgage-backed securities, then quick¬ 
ly ran through roughly half those amounts 
by week’s end. 

And on Monday, the New York Federal 
Reserve said it would buy $75 billion of 
Treasuries and $50 billion of mortgage- 
backed securities each day this week. 

“They’re really setting the economy up” 
to start functioning again when the health 
crisis subsides, said Donald Kohn, a for¬ 
mer Fed vice chair who is a senior fellow 
at the Brookings Institution. “Part of this 
is about the other side of the valley: Make 
sure the credit is there.” 

Still, Kohn noted, “These things will take 
some time to set up. These are complicated 
(programs).” 


These things will take 
some time to set up. 
These are complicated 
(programs). ’ 

Donald Kohn 

Brookings Insitution senior fellow 


Just knowing that the Fed is on the case 
should reassure businesses as the pro¬ 
grams ramp up, Kohn said. 

“The fact that this is coming: People will 
know it,” Kohn said. “They know the Fed is 
on the job. If there are issues that come up, 
what you’re seeing from this Federal Re¬ 
serve is: ‘We will deal with it.’” 

The Fed mostly creates the money it 
will use to buy bonds and lend to large 
and small businesses. But it seeks to avoid 
credit losses. It has been using money from 
a Treasury fund to offset any losses on its 
loans. That fund, the Exchange Stabiliza¬ 
tion Fund, has already committed most of 
that money to the Fed’s existing facilities. 
The congressional legislation could boost 
that amount by $500 billion. 

“The steps announced today, combined 
with the previous ones ... should substan¬ 
tially improve market functioning and 
should provide some important support for 
the economy,” said Roberto Perli, a former 
Fed economist who is now head of global 
policy research at Cornerstone Macro. 

But Perli cautioned that the benefits 
won’t be felt immediately. 

“The next couple of quarters will still be 
probably bad,” he said. 

The new programs announced Monday 
by the Fed include two that will buy corpo¬ 
rate debt issued by large companies. The 
Fed legally can’t lend directly to compa¬ 
nies. But it can lend to separate entities, 
which can then make those purchases. 

One program will buy newly issued cor¬ 
porate debt. This is an effort to revive that 
market. The second will buy previously is¬ 
sued corporate debt. Both programs will 


include $10 billion provided by the Trea¬ 
sury to offset any losses. 

A third new lending program will buy se¬ 
curities backed by packages of auto loans, 
credit card loans and some small business 
loans. Lending in those areas hinges on the 
ability of banks to package loans into secu¬ 
rities and sell them. So the Fed’s move is 
critical to the ability of banks to continue 
to provide these loans. 

The Treasury will also provide $10 bil¬ 
lion to that program to offset any losses. All 
told, those three programs can lend up to 
$300 billion. 

The Fed said that companies “that are 
expected to receive direct financial assis¬ 
tance under pending federal legislation*' 
are not eligible to participate in the corpo¬ 
rate lending programs — a reference to the 
airline industry and perhaps others under 
consideration. 

Companies will have to be rated at in¬ 
vestment grade, or above junk level, to be 
eligible for lending. The companies can 
defer payments for up to six months, the 
Fed said. If they do suspend payment, they 
are not allowed to buy back their shares or 
pay dividends, it said. 

The Fed also said it will soon establish a 
“Main Street Business Lending Program” 
to support lending to small and medium¬ 
sized businesses. But it provided few de¬ 
tails and didn’t say when that program 
would begin. 

That program will likely be funded by 
and is intended to complement the con¬ 
gressional stimulus legislation, which also 
includes a provision to provide financing 
to very small companies. The Fed’s Main 
Street program will target medium-sized 
businesses, officials said. 

Brusuelas noted that by announcing the 
Main Street lending program, the Fed had 
committed to something before a congres¬ 
sional backstop was in place, a virtually 
unheard-of step. 

“You’re never going to see that again, 
hopefully,” he said. 

Paul Wiseman and Martin Crutsinger of the 
Associated Press contributed to this report. 
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Over 1.5 billion globally asked to stay home 
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A commuter crosses 42nd Street in front of Grand Central Terminal during morning rush hour Monday 
in New York. More than 1.5 billion people around the world were urged or ordered to stay home. 


By Lori Hinnant 
and Foster Klug 

Associated. Press 

PARIS — The hunt for masks, 
ventilators and other medical 
supplies consumed the U.S. and 
Europe, as more than 1.5 billion 
people — one-fifth of the world’s 
population — were urged or or¬ 
dered to stay home Monday to 
try to blunt the spread of the 
coronavirus. 

Political paralysis stalled ef¬ 
forts for a quick aid package 
from Congress. Investor fears 
about the outbreak’s economic 
toll pushed U.S. stocks down in 
morning trading even after the 
Federal Reserve said that it will 
buy as much government debt as 
necessary and lend to small and 
large businesses and local gov¬ 
ernments to help them cope. 

In New York, a near-lockdown 
took effect statewide over the 
weekend amid worries that the 
city of 8.4 million could become 
one of the world’s biggest hot 
spots. Nearly 10,000 people have 
tested positive in the city, and al¬ 
most 100 have died. 

The governor announced plans 
to convert a huge New York City 
convention center into a hospital 
with 1,000 beds. Meanwhile, the 
mayor warned that the city’s hos¬ 
pitals are just 10 days away from 
shortages in “really basic sup¬ 
plies” needed to protect health 


care workers and patients alike. 

“If we don’t get the equipment, 
we’re literally going to lose lives,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio told CNN. 

The risk to doctors, nurses and 
others on the front lines has be¬ 
come plain: Italy has seen at least 
18 doctors with the coronavirus 
die. Spain reported that more 
than 3,900 health care workers 
have become infected, account¬ 
ing for roughly 12% of the coun¬ 
try’s total cases. 


British health workers pleaded 
for more gear, saying they felt like 
“cannon fodder.” In France, doc¬ 
tors scrounged masks from con¬ 
struction workers, factory floors 
and architects. 

“There’s a wild race to get sur¬ 
gical masks,” Francois Blanche- 
cott, a biologist on the front lines 
of testing, told France Inter radio. 
“We’re asking mayors’ offices, 
industries, any enterprises that 
might have a store of masks.” 


With the crisis easing in China, 
where it began late last year, only 
the area around the city of Wuhan 
was still considered high-risk, 
with people asked to stay inside. 

In the U.S, a fierce political bat¬ 
tle over ventilators has emerged, 
especially after President Donald 
Trump told governors that they 
should find their own medical 
equipment if they think they can 
get it faster than the U.S. govern¬ 
ment. Alaska is expected to run 


out of money imminently to pay 
doctors, hospitals and clinics who 
treat Medicaid patients. 

China has been the one na¬ 
tion to counter this trend, send¬ 
ing planeloads of equipment like 
masks, gloves and protective gear 
as well as doctors to countries 
across Europe, including hard-hit 
Italy, France and Spain as well as 
places with weaker medical sys¬ 
tems like Bulgaria, Greece and 
Serbia. 

“The U.S. is completely wast¬ 
ing the precious time that China 
has won for the world,” said Geng 
Shuang, the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman. 

Authorities kept up their push 
to get people to stay home, but 
some were clearly not listening. 

Social media sites showed 
snapshots of packed London Un¬ 
derground trains. 

British Health Secretary Matt 
Hancock described those ignor¬ 
ing the government’s recom¬ 
mendations as “very selfish” and 
warned that stricter rules might 
be coming soon. 

Other countries, though, said 
the restrictions were working. 

After 12 days of a national lock- 
down in Denmark, “we have to¬ 
gether succeeded in changing our 
behavior very radically,” Prime 
Minister Metter Fredericksen 
said, in extending closings until 
mid-April. 


Trump appears to waver on 15-day shutdown as Congress pursues aid 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump expressed 
qualms Monday about extend¬ 
ing the current 15-day shutdown 
recommended by the federal 
government, even as his officials 
warned that the coronavirus cri¬ 
sis is deepening and Congress 
and the White House struggle to 
complete a nearly $2 trillion eco¬ 
nomic rescue package. 

“I didn’t expect to be start¬ 
ing off my week with such a dire 
message for America,” Surgeon 
General Jerome Adams said on 
“CBS This Morning.” “Things 
are going to get worse before they 
get better. We really need every¬ 
one to understand this.” 

Yet only hours earlier, Trump 
suggested that the remedies may 
be more harmful than the out¬ 
break in a tweet contradicting the 
advice of medical experts across 
the country. 


In all capital letters, he tweet¬ 
ed: “We cannot let the cure be 
worse than the problem itself. At 
the end of the 15-day period, we 
will make a decision as to which 
way we want to go.” 

On Sunday, Vice President 
Mike Pence said that the country 
should expect new federal guid¬ 
ance “which will make it possible 
for people that have been exposed 
to return to work more quickly 
with — by wearing a mask for a 
certain period of time.” 

Trump officials and congres¬ 
sional leaders resumed talks 
after working through the night 
on the massive economic rescue 
plan. Democrats had derailed the 
plan Sunday night, arguing that 
it was tilted toward corporations 
and did too little to help workers 
and health care providers. 

“Our nation cannot afford a 
game of chicken,” warned Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell, R-Ky., his voice rising on the 


Senate floor Sunday night. 

Senate Democratic Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y, sounded 
optimistic. 

“This bill is going to affect this 
country and the lives of Ameri¬ 
cans, not just for the next few 
days, but in the next few months 
and years — so we have to make 
sure it is good,” he said. 

But he cited “serious problems 
with McConnell’s bill, such as 
“corporate bailout funds without 
restrictions or without oversight 
— you wouldn’t even know who 
is getting the money.” He said the 
bill doesn’t have enough money 
for hospitals and broader emer¬ 
gency health care needs, and none 
for state and local government. 

Yet, he added, “We’re getting 
closer and closer.” 

It also said that it will buy an 
unlimited amount of Treasury 
bonds and mortgage-backed se¬ 
curities in an effort to hold down 
interest rates and ensure those 


markets function smoothly. 

With a population on edge and 
sDemocrats said that the largely 
Republican-led effort does not go 
far enough to provide health care 
and worker aid, and fails to put 
restraints on a proposed $500 bil¬ 
lion “slush fund” for corporations. 
They voted to block its advance. 

Democrats won a concession — 
to provide four months of expand¬ 
ed unemployment benefits rather 
than just three as proposed, ac¬ 
cording to an official granted 
anonymity to discuss the private 
talks. The jobless pay would also 
extend to self-employed and so- 
called gig workers. 

Central to the package is as 
much as $350 billion for small 
businesses to keep making pay¬ 
roll while workers are forced to 
stay home. There is also a one¬ 
time rebate check of about $1,200 
per person, or $3,000 for a family 
of four, as well as the extended 
unemployment benefits. 


Hospitals would get about $110 
billion for the expected influx of 
sick patients, said Treasury Sec¬ 
retary Steven Mnuchin. 

Democrats have warned that 
the draft plan’s $500 billion for 
corporations does not put enough 
restraints on business, saying 
that the ban on corporate stock 
buy-backs is weak and the limits 
on executive pay are only for two 
years. 

“We’re not here to create a 
slush fund for Donald Trump and 
his family, or a slush fund for the 
Treasury Department to be able 
to hand out to their friends,” said 
Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren. “We’re here to help work¬ 
ers, we’re here to help hospitals.” 

The president, when pressed 
by a reporter, dodged a question 
as to whether his own business 
would seek federal money. 
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PG&E pleads guilty to 
involuntary manslaughter 

Utility’s equipment likely caused devastating Calif, wildfire 



Noah Behger/AP 


Firefighters and deputies carry the body of a Camp Fire victim at the Holly Hills Mobile 
Estates in Paradise, Calif., in November 2018. Pacific Gas & Electric said Monday it 
pleaded guilty to 84 counts of involuntary manslaughter in connection with the fire. 


By Matt Hamilton, Joseph Serna 
and Shelby Grad 

Los Angeles Times 

LOS ANGELES—Pacific Gas & Electric 
announced Monday it has pleaded guilty to 
84 counts of involuntary manslaughter re¬ 
lated to California’s most destructive wild¬ 
fire that burned much of Paradise, Calif., 
in 2018. 

In a filing with the Securities and Ex¬ 
change Commission, PG&E said it reached 
the settlement with the Butte County dis¬ 
trict attorney’s office on March 17. Under 
the deal, PG&E said prosecutors won’t 
pursue further criminal charges. 

PG&E also pleaded guilty to one count of 
causing a fire in violation of the state penal 
code. 

“The Utility will be sentenced to pay 
the maximum total fine and penalty of ap¬ 
proximately $3.5 million. The Agreement 
provides that no other or additional sen¬ 
tence will be imposed on the Utility in the 
criminal action in connection with the 2018 
Camp Fire,” PG&E said in its filing. “The 


Utility has also agreed to pay $500,000 to 
the Butte County District Attorney Envi¬ 
ronmental and Consumer Protection Fund 
to reimburse costs spent on the investiga¬ 
tion of the 2018 Camp Fire.” 

Last year, Pacific Gas & Electric ad¬ 
mitted in federal court that its equipment 
probably caused 10 wildfires this year in 
Northern and Central California. 

The Camp Fire, which raced through 
Paradise in 2018, killed 85 people and 
destroyed more than 13,900 homes. Both 
the California Public Utilities Commis¬ 
sion and the state Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection concluded that poorly 
maintained PG&E equipment sparked that 
blaze. 

The commission also noted that for years, 
PG&E failed to do climbing inspections of 
a century-old tower that malfunctioned, 
causing sparks where the fire originated. 
Investigators said there was “visible wear” 
on the arms of a tower linked to the blaze, 
but that PG&E crews had not climbed the 
tower since at least 2001. 

Such an inspection could have identified 


problems with a small metal hook that was 
supposed to hold up a transmission line 
and insulator on the tower, and “its timely 
replacement could have prevented the igni¬ 
tion of the Camp Fire,” investigators said. 


The omission of climbing inspections on 
the failed tower “is a violation of PG&E’s 
own policy requiring climbing inspec¬ 
tions on towers where recurring problems 
exist,” investigators wrote. 
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WORLD _ 

Group: Egypt's 
security forces 
abused children 



Simon DAWSON/Bloomberg 


Shoppers wait on the street during a time set aside for elderly and vulnerable members of the 
community to shop at an Iceland Foods store in London on Wednesday. 

Global food supply is not running out, 
companies struggle with distribution 

* There could be a supply shock in terms 
of logistics, not being able to move it from 
point A to point B. It’s that uncertainty that 
right now is the biggest danger, f 

Abdolreza Abbassian 

senior economist at the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization 


Associated Press 

CAIRO — Egyptian security 
forces under President Abdel 
Fattah el-Sissi have arbitrarily 
arrested, forcibly disappeared 
and tortured children as young as 
12 while prosecutors and judges 
turned a blind eye, an interna¬ 
tional rights group said Monday. 

Human Rights Watch called on 
the U.S., France and other Eu¬ 
ropean Union countries to halt 
their support to Egyptian secu¬ 
rity forces until authorities take 
measurable steps to end the abus¬ 
es and hold accountable those 
responsible. 

“Children are describing being 
waterboarded and electrocuted 
on their tongues and genitals, and 
yet Egypt’s security forces are 
facing no consequences,” said Bill 
Van Esveld, associate children’s 
rights director at HRW. 

A spokesman for Egypt’s In¬ 
terior Ministry, which oversees 
the police, was not immediately 
available for comment. 

In a 43-page report, the New 
York-based group said it docu¬ 
mented abuses against 20 chil¬ 
dren who were between the age 
of 12 and 17 at the time of ar¬ 
rest. Fifteen of them said they 
were tortured in pretrial deten¬ 
tion, usually during interrogation 
while held incommunicado, HRW 
said. 

Seven children said security 
officers tortured them with elec¬ 
tricity, including stun guns, it 
added. 

The group quoted a boy it said 
was arrested at age 16 as telling a 
relative that he worried he might 
“never marry or be able to have 
children” because of what secu¬ 
rity officials had done to him in 


Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Israeli forces 
shot and killed a 32-year-old Pal¬ 
estinian man early on Monday 
who was hurling rocks at Israeli 
troops, the Palestinian health 
ministry and the Israeli military 
said. 

The military said it thwarted an 
attack and opened fire at a num¬ 
ber of suspects who were throw¬ 
ing rocks at Israeli vehicles on a 
highway in central West Bank, 
near the town of Qaliqilya. It says 
one of the suspects was killed 
while another was wounded and 
escaped. 


detention. 

HRW said it and Belady, a 
non-governmental organization 
aiding street children, corrobo¬ 
rated statements from the chil¬ 
dren, their families and defense 
lawyers, using court documents, 
appeals to authorities, medical 
records, and videos. 

“The harrowing accounts of 
these children and their families 
reveal how Egypt’s machinery of 
repression has subjected children 
to grave abuses,” said Aya Hijazi, 
co-director of Belady. 

Hijazi is a dual U.S.-Egyptian 
citizen who has been held in de¬ 
tention for nearly three years 
over accusations related to Be¬ 
lady, which is Arabic for “our 
nation.'* She was arrested along 
with her husband and six others 
in May 2014 on charges of abus¬ 
ing children; she was acquitted 
and released three years later. 

According to the HRW’s re¬ 
port, Belal B. was 17 years old 
when Egyptian security officers 
arrested him and put him in soli¬ 
tary confinement at a Cairo po¬ 
lice station. 

“I knew nothing about my par¬ 
ents and they knew nothing about 
me,” he was quoted by HRW as 
saying. Officers then “tied me to 
a chair for three days,” causing 
severe pain, he added. 

The group said Egypt’s crimi¬ 
nal justice system has failed to 
“seriously investigate the chil¬ 
dren’s allegations of torture and 
ill-treatment.” The report alleged 
that a prosecutor in one case 
threatened to send a boy “back 
to the officer” who had tortured 
him if the boy refused to make a 
confession. 


Clashes often erupt in the West 
Bank between Israelis and Pales¬ 
tinians but have dipped consid¬ 
erably since the outbreak of the 
coronavirus. 

In Israel, daily life has largely 
shut down with more than 1,200 
people testing positive for the new 
virus. One patient has died and 24 
are in serious condition. 

In the West Bank, 57 cases 
have been diagnosed so far, the 
majority of them in Bethlehem. 
The Palestinian prime minister 
has ordered a lockdown and in 
Gaza, two cases have been diag¬ 
nosed in patients who returned 
from Pakistan. 


Bloomberg 

Global warehouses are stuffed 
with frozen cuts of pork, wheels 
of cheese and bags of rice. But as 
the coronavirus snarls logistical 
operations, the question becomes: 
How does all that food actually 
get to people? 

Despite the inventories, gro¬ 
cery stores are looking almost 
apocalyptic with aisles of empty 
shelves. Panic buying has made 
it nearly impossible for retailers 
and suppliers to keep up with the 
unprecedented spike in demand. 
In just one example of the con¬ 
straints, there’s a finite number 
of trucks that can load up at ware¬ 
houses to bring in the chicken or 
ice cream or toilet paper that peo¬ 
ple want to buy. 

There are limits on how much 
time can be spent stocking 
shelves or filling rail cars. Then 
there’s this weird knock-on from 
the outbreak in China: Fewer 
goods were shipped out of Asia 
last month, and now there aren’t 
enough empty containers in coun¬ 
tries like Canada to send peas out 
to the world. 

“There’s a complicated web of 
interactions we don’t often think 
about that’s all part of the food- 
supply chain: truckers, rail cars, 
shipping, plant workers,” said 
Jayson Lusk, head of the depart¬ 
ment of agricultural economics 
at Purdue University. There are 
“big buckets of possible disrup¬ 
tion,” and it’s possible the whole 
thing “is more fragile than we 
think it is,” he said. 

That’s just the start of it. As the 
virus spreads and cases mount, 
there are seemingly countless 
ways the food system will be 
tested and strained in the coming 
weeks and months. 

There’s the possibility of 
worker shortages as employees 
are forced to stay home because 
they’re ill or they’ve come into 
contact with someone who is. As 


schools close, plants may slow 
production because parents 
need to prioritize child care. Re¬ 
strictions on migrant labor are 
increasing all over the world, sti¬ 
fling workers who are key to mak¬ 
ing sure tomatoes get picked and 
slaughterhouses run efficiently. 
Port closures and limits on trade 
could end up disrupting the flow 
of supplies and ingredients. 

“We do not see a supply shock in 
the sense of the availability,” said 
Abdolreza Abbassian, a senior 
economist at the United Nations’ 
Food and Agriculture Organiza¬ 
tion. “But there could be a supply 
shock in terms of logistics, not 
being able to move it from point A 
to point B. This is something new 
and very difficult to predict. It’s 
that uncertainty that right now is 
the biggest danger.” 

Farmer, retail and trucker 
groups in countries including 
Brazil, the U.S. and France are 
ringing the alarm over major dis¬ 
ruptions that can develop from 
quarantine and lock-down condi¬ 
tions, along with the possibility of 
a labor crunch. Government offi¬ 
cials in Australia, Germany and 
Kazakhstan are worried about 
strains amid panic buying and lo¬ 
gistical hurdles. 

A drawn-out crisis could lead 
to “real shortages” starting with 
fruit and vegetables before im¬ 
pacting staples, German Agri¬ 
culture Minister Julia Kloeckner 
said. 

For consumers, the fallout 
will vary depending on where in 


the world they are. In the U.S., it 
could mean your favorite brand 
of potato chips is out of stock, but 
basic staples like rice or bread 
are available. In countries depen¬ 
dent on food imports, the situa¬ 
tion could be more dire. 

In every part of the world, you’ll 
probably be paying more for food 
than you did just a few months, or 
even weeks, ago. 

“It’s inevitable that you’ll see 
food prices go up,” said Adnan 
Durrani, chief executive officer 
of frozen-food company Saffron 
Road, who’s worked in the food 
industry for three decades. “This 
is unlike any crisis I’ve ever seen. 
If this continues for another two 
months or longer, the stress on 
food supplies is going to become 
more acute.” 

At Saffron Road, which makes 
frozen entrees like chicken tikka 
masala and vegetable pad thai, 
Durrani has been increasing pro¬ 
duction for two months to beef up 
inventories in anticipation of a de¬ 
mand boom because of the virus. 
But even he didn’t expect to see 
sales explode as they have in the 
last several weeks as Americans 
rush to stock their homes and 
empty out grocery stores. Sales 
at key retailers have more than 
doubled in some cases, he said. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture has safety 
inspectors at all manufacturing 
facilities. Employee temperatures 
are being checked to make sure 
workers with symptoms aren’t 
coming in, he said. 


Israeli forces shoot, kill 
Palestinian hurling rocks 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Serb or Croat 
5 Tax prep pro 
8 James of “The 
Godfather” 

12 Leslie Caron film 

13 0nassis 
nickname 

14 Golden Rule 
preposition 

15 Beatnik’s assent 

16 Not extreme 
18 Small amount 

20 Birth-related 

21 — Alamos 

22 lota 

23 Brag 

26 Gallo winery 
setting 

30 Moreover 

31 Salary 

32 Born abroad? 

33 Decorum 

36 Parceled (out) 

38 “Caught ya!” 

39 Scoundrel 

40 “West Side 
Story” role 

43 Vintage 
Fords 

47 Trio on ’70s TV, 
with “The” 

49 Manhattan area 

50 Draft status 

51 Numbered rd. 

52 Coaster 

53 Pants part 

54 Remiss 

55 Charitable 
donation 


DOWN 

1 Slender 

2 Chic beach 
resort 

3 “Put — on it!” 

4 Candlelight 
ceremonies 

5 “The Stranger” 
author 

6 Senior 
moment? 

7 Succor 

8 Organize an 
art show 

9 Body sci. 

10“— girl!” 

11 Yuletide tune 

17 Oklahoma city 

19 Guest’s bed 

22 Lad 

23 “Kapow!” 

24 Music’s Yoko 

25 Do sums 


26 Spring month 

27 NBC weekend 
show 

28 Casual shirt 

29 British ref. 
work 

31 School org. 

34 Bothers 

35 Cager O’Neal, 
for short 

36 Pop 

37 Black Sea port 

39 Ancient 
manuscript 

40 Singer Tori 

41 Zilch 

42 Notion 

43— Hari 

44 Lounge 

45 Not us 

46 Lays down 
the lawn 

48 Web address 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


MAJW PBUAGWBWU ABGE X 


GXPP QJPPKADWJ EGHNQGNHJ, 

B ENKKDEJ G A X G QDNPF PJXF 

GD X GDMJH DNGXUJ. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: QUACKING AQUATIC 
CHARACTER WHOSE DIET CONSISTS LARGELY 
OF STICKY, CHEWY CANDY: TAFFY DUCK. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals W 
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2 injured after falling 
from pickup truck 

It/I ft FREDERICK —Two 
IYI mJ young men were seri¬ 
ously injured when they fell from 
the back of a pickup truck whose 
tires were spinning as the vehicle 
got back on a Maryland road, au¬ 
thorities said. 

The Frederick County Sheriff’s 
Office said the vehicle was part of 
street-racing event that officers 
received a call about. A second 
call directed them to the injuries, 
the sheriff’s office said in a news 
release. 

The truck was traveling with at 
least three people in the flatbed 
when it went off a road and then 
back onto the road. A 19-year-old 
man and a 22-year-old man were 
taken to the University of Mary¬ 
land shock trauma center in Bal¬ 
timore, the release said. 

Bronze gates stolen 
from park arboretum 

1A# A SEATTLE —Custom- 
IlM made bronze gates 
that stood at the entrance to the 
Washington Park Arboretum in 
Seattle since 1976 have been sto¬ 
len, facility workers said. 

Arboretum curator Ray Lar¬ 
son said staff noticed the gates 
were missing when gardeners ar¬ 
rived for work, The Seattle Times 
reported. 

“It would be a pretty enormous 
task to haul them out,” Larson 
said. “People are just shocked, 
and appalled. It was so brazen. 
Our hope is that someone may 
have seen something.” 

The solid bronze Memorial 
Gates were made by internation¬ 
ally renowned sculptor George 
Tsutakawa and commissioned 
in 1971 by the University of 
Washington and the Arboretum 
Foundation as a memorial to 
all who loved and cared for the 
arboretum. 

The gates are about 20 feet 
wide and kept open in part be¬ 
cause they are so heavy, he said, 
adding that he fears thieves will 
take them to a scrapper for the 
value of the metal. 

Man filmed himself 
pointing gun at officer 

A JONESBORO — A 
Georgia man was ar¬ 
rested and accused of posting an 
Instagram video of himself point¬ 
ing a gun at a police officer, au¬ 
thorities said. 

A video uploaded showed a man 
aiming a gun at a Jonesboro po¬ 
lice officer, who was performing 
a traffic stop, The Atlanta Jour¬ 
nal-Constitution reported. 

Clayton County Sheriff Vic¬ 
tor Hill said detectives identified 
Jordan Jones, 18, as the owner of 
the Instagram account. A news 
release said Jones’ mother turned 
him in, and he was later charged 
with one count of pointing a gun 
at another. 

Woman accused of taxi 
theft and biting deputy 

JIT SCOTTSDALE — A 
woman is accused of 
stealing a taxi in Scottsdale and 
then biting an off-duty Maricopa 



Julio Cortez/AP 


Flipping out 


Jacob Swain, 17, does a back flip off Route 365 into the Wakulla River during an outing with friends in Crawfordville, Fla. 


County Sheriff’s deputy on the 
arm after she was arrested, po¬ 
lice said. 

Ciara Leticia Enns, 25, is facing 
charges of vehicle theft, resisting 
arrest and aggravated assault. 

Police said the cab driver was 
standing outside his vehicle when 
Enns reportedly jumped into the 
taxi and drove off. 

The driver alerted two off-duty 
MCSO deputies as he ran after 
his cab. 

Enns crashed the cab nearby 
and was detained by the deputies 
until police arrived on the scene. 

The woman reportedly fought 
with the two deputies as they 
were placing her in a patrol car 
and she bit one officer. 

Woman gives birth 
inside Walmart store 


||i| SPRINGFIELD 

IYI — During a time of 

panic buying and store closures 
amid the coronavirus pandemic, 
one Walmart store in Springfield 
had some joyful news when a 
woman gave birth to a baby girl 
in the store. 

Store manager Jessica Hinkle 
said the woman told employees 
that her water broke and she was 
about to go into labor in the toilet 
paper aisle of the store. 

Hinkle held up a sheet for pri¬ 
vacy while a labor nurse who 
happened to be in the store and 
firefighters helped the woman 
deliver her baby in just 45 min¬ 
utes, KYTV reported. 

Customers encouraged the 
woman throughout the birth and 
cheered as she and the baby were 
taken away to an ambulance. 


THE CENSUS 

The approximate amount in gallons of oil that spilled from an 
overturned tanker near Santa Maria, Calif. The tanker truck 
overturned down an embankment Saturday, spilling more than 
6,600 gallons of crude oil into a river that flows into a dam 
and reservoir, authorities said. The driver was not injured and 
the cause of the single-vehicle crash was under investigation, said Santa Barbara 
County Fire Capt. Nikki Stevens. He said crews were racing to stop the oil that 
spilled into the Cuyama River from reaching Twitchell Dam and reservoir, which 
provides flood control and water conservation to the region on the Central Coast. 



Man damaged graves 
while 'doing donuts' 

|k|^ CHADBOURN — A 
llV 20-year-old man was 
charged with desecrating a 
gravesite this week after witness¬ 
es reported he drove in circles 
through a North Carolina cem¬ 
etery and damaged headstones 
and floral arrangements. 

Deputies with the Columbus 
County Sheriff’s Office responded 
to a graveyard in Chadbourn on 
calls someone was “doing donuts” 
in a vehicle through the area, the 
office said in a statement. 

The investigation led deputies 
to Christian Quinn Walters, the 
statement said. He was charged 
with desecration of a gravesite in 
excess of $1,000 and jailed on a 
$50,000 bond. 

Man charged with 
impersonating a fed 

A AUGUSTA — A Geor- 
gia man was charged 
with impersonating an officer 
after authorities caught him pull¬ 
ing a car over and identifying 
himself as a special agent with 


the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security, a sheriff’s office said. 

Deputies with the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Office saw Mau¬ 
rice McNeal follow a car into a 
parking lot last weekend and pull 
over the driver, according to the 
agency’s statement. 

Deputies approached the man 
and McNeal presented them and 
the driver with a U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security ID and a 
U.S. Customs ID, the statement 
said. McNeal told investigators 
he was worked for the depart¬ 
ment and had pulled the car over 
because he thought somebody 
inside stole a camera from his 
motorcycle. 

The Department of Homeland 
Security told investigators Mc¬ 
Neal no longer worked for them, 
according to the sheriff’s office. 

Woman guilty of trying 
to run over employee 

|kJ| WESTMINSTER 

IYI A Maryland woman 

was convicted of assault in a 
grocery store theft in which she 
nearly ran over an employee with 
her car. 

Shana Christina Frundt, 27, was 


sentenced to six years in jail with 
all but 18 months suspended, the 
Carroll County State’s Attorney’s 
Office said in a press release. 

Known as the “Crab Leg Ban¬ 
dit,” Frundt was accused of tak¬ 
ing $230 worth of food last year 
from Martin’s Food store in El- 
dersburg, news outlets reported. 

Frundt noticed an employee 
taking photos of her car and at¬ 
tempted to take his phone, the re¬ 
lease stated. She then got in her 
car and drove toward the employ¬ 
ee, and he had to jump out of the 
way to avoid being hit. 

Family of boy left on 
school bus gets $200K 

P| BOCA RATON — The 
r L family of a second-grade 
autistic boy who was left on a 
Florida school bus for more than 
five hours in 2015 will receive a 
$200,000 settlement from Palm 
Beach County public schools. 

The school board approved 
the payment to settle a lawsuit 
brought by the 7-year-old boy’s 
parents, Eva Palomino and Eddi 
Guevara. 

The child boarded the bus to 
head to J.C. Mitchell Elementary 
in Boca Raton on Oct. 12, 2015, 
but never made it to the campus, 
the Palm Beach Post reported. 
He remained on board as the bus 
picked up and dropped off middle 
school students and was still on 
board when the driver and bus 
aide returned the vehicle to the 
bus depot in Boynton Beach. 

The driver and aide then left 
the bus without doing a thorough 
inspection, officials said. 

From wire reports 
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The Netflix documentary “Crip Camp” could follow a different path to Oscars eligibility — if there is a 2021 awards show at all. 

Oscars' restrictions reconsidered 

Movie theater closures have film academy rethinking eligibility rules 

By Glenn Whipp 

Los Angeles Times 


“Crip Camp,” a documentary about a 
“summer camp for the handicapped run 
by hippies” that inspired the disabled 
rights movement, opened the Sundance 
Film Festival in January with volun¬ 
teers turning away ticket holders because 
every seat in the Eccles Theater was spo¬ 
ken for. 

The movie, which counted among its 
executive producers Barack and Michelle 
Obama, left Sundance with the festival’s 
Documentary Audience Award, great 
reviews and the feeling that it could fol¬ 
low the path of “American Factory,” the 
Netflix/Higher Ground film that won the 
documentary Oscar this year. 

“Crip Camp” might still wind up at the 
Oscars. But if it does (provided the Oscars 
actually take place), it will be traveling a 
different path — as might every movie 
with awards aspirations in 2020, owing to 
the current COVID-19 pandemic. 


The motion picture academy’s leader¬ 
ship has been actively discussing altering 
its rules in recent days, with an announce¬ 
ment likely in the next couple of weeks 
that could ease the requirements for mov¬ 
ies to qualify for the 2021 Oscars. 

“It’s all we talk about,” said a source 
close to the academy not authorized to 
comment on record. 

The academy issued a statement March 
19, noting that it is “in the process of 
evaluating all aspects of this uncertain 
landscape and what changes may need 
to be made,” adding that its leadership is 
“committed to being nimble and forward- 
thinking” in its evaluations. 

“Translated,” says one of the academy’s 
54 governors, “that means everything is 
on the table this year because we have 
no idea what the next several months are 
going to look like right now.” 

“Crip Camp” was set to open theatri¬ 
cally Wednesday in Los Angeles, New 
York and San Francisco, concurrent with 
its streaming premiere on Netflix. The 


documentary will still land on Netflix, but 
whether it ever plays in theaters remains 
in question with the nationwide closure of 
cinemas because of COVID-19. 

Currently, for a movie to qualify for the 
Oscars, motion picture academy rules 
state that it must play for at least seven 
days in a Los Angeles County commercial 
theater, with at least three screenings per 
day for paid admission. The academy’s 
board of governors went out of its way to 
reaffirm that rule at its April meeting last 
year. 

But with moviegoing off the table for 
the foreseeable future and studios releas¬ 
ing some current films for home viewing, 
it may be difficult for the “theatrical ex¬ 
perience” to be integral to anything this 
year, including the Oscars. 

If and when theaters reopen, there could 
be a glut of previously postponed mov¬ 
ies vying for release dates and screens. 
Awards season contenders (presuming 
there is even an awards season to begin 
with) might need to shift to 2021. 


New publisher 
releases book 
by Woody Allen 

Associated Press 

Woody Allen’s memoir, dropped by its 
original publisher after widespread criti¬ 
cism, has found a new home, The Associ¬ 
ated Press has learned. 

The 400-page book, still called “Apropos 
of Nothing,” was released Monday by Ar¬ 
cade Publishing. 

“The book is a candid and comprehen¬ 
sive personal account by Woody Allen of 
his life,” Arcade announced, “ranging 
from his childhood in Brooklyn through 
his acclaimed career in film, theater, tele¬ 
vision, print and standup comedy, as well 
as exploring his relationships with family 
and friends.” 

Financial details for the 84-year-old 
filmmaker’s deal with Arcade were not 
released, and the spokeswoman had no 
immediate comment on whether the book 
would come out in Europe. 

The initial announcement of “Apropos 
of Nothing” came this month, when Grand 
Central Publishing confirmed to The As¬ 
sociated Press that it would release his 
book April 7. But the news was met with 
quick and growing outrage, centered on al¬ 
legations that Allen abused Dylan Farrow. 
Ronan Farrow, who shared the Pulitzer 
Prize with the New York Times for his New 
Yorker investigation into Harvey Wein¬ 
stein, was enraged to learn that Allen’s 
book was being published by the same par¬ 
ent company, Hachette Book Group, that 
released his “Catch and Kill.” Dozens of 
Hachette employees staged a walkout over 
the Allen book, and Farrow said he would 
stop working with the publisher. 

Hachette canceled the release less than 
a week later. 

Other news 

■ Netflix said March 20 it is establish¬ 
ing a $100 million relief fund for workers 
in the worldwide creative community af¬ 
fected by the coronavirus-caused halt of 
most film and television production. 

■ Rihanna’s Clara Lionel Foundation 
is giving $5 million to the response efforts 
against the coronavirus. 

■ Spanish opera singer Placido Domin¬ 
go, 79, said Sunday that he’s infected with 
the coronavirus. 

■ Former Talking Heads frontman 
David Byrne is adapting his stage play 
“American Utopia” for the printed page. 
The book, also called “American Utopia,” 
will be published Sept. 8 by Bloomsbury. 


Singer Kenny Rogers made life’s rough edges feel smooth 


By Chris Richards 

The Washington Post 

Sandpapery. That’s a word we like to use when we talk 
about the rasp in someone’s voice, but few singers lived up 
to the metaphor’s paradox like Kenny Rogers. His voice 
was a rough, fine, reliable thing that made every sound 
around it feel smooth. 

The grain of his timbre was genial and generous that 
way, and it gave his voice tremendous reach. By the mid- 
1980s, Rogers had become one of the biggest singers in 
any style, selling millions of albums, filling arenas and 
helping to make country music a planetary enterprise. But 
Rogers — who died March 20 at 81 — didn’t do it on his 
own. “Some of the highlights of my life were the duets,” 
he told Rolling Stone in 2014. “I sing better on duets than I 
do by myself. It’s like running a 100-yard dash: You run as 
fast as you think you can, but you put someone alongside 
you who runs faster and you’re going to run faster.” 

Rogers loved singing vocal harmonies, something he 
learned from his older sister in the church pews when they 


APPRECIATION 


were kids. So it’s surprising to hear him describe the sym¬ 
pathetic ballads that defined his career — and his life — as 
competitive sprints. 

“We’ve Got Tonight,” the Bob Seger song that Rogers 
covered with Sheena Easton in 1983, has plenty of seize- 
the-night urgency, but he’s in no hurry. When the chorus 
surges, he supports Easton’s soaring high harmony, his 
boots planted firmly in the dirt. On “Make No Mistake, 
She’s Mine,” a simpatico duet with Ronnie Milsap from 
1987, the pair make a nasty burst of psychological war¬ 
fare in the divorcee dating pool feel as inviting as a warm 
bubble bath. 

“The Gambler,” Rogers’ signature megahit, isn’t a duet, 
but its lyrics re-create a dialogue between two strangers 
who meet on a “train bound to nowhere.” For a cigarette 
and chug of whiskey, the gambler offers the big lesson that 
he’s learned at the poker table: When life feels as capri¬ 
cious as a game of chance, stay steely, but be decisive. 


And even if we’ve sung that hook 10 million times at ka¬ 
raoke, it’ll always be strange to hear Rogers uphold the 
values of being stone-faced. That handsome little scrape 
in the back of his throat never signaled feelings being held 
back. Instead, his voice sounded experienced, lived in, a 
little worn, but emotionally forthright. The gambler prob¬ 
ably should have been taking advice from Rogers instead 
of bumming cigs. 

To best hear Rogers funnel life’s roughness into a spiri¬ 
tual smoothness, revisit “Islands in the Stream,” his 1983 
duet with Dolly Parton and his grand achievement. The 
song was written by the Bee Gees, and its lyrics describe 
the profundity of human connection as a blindness, a deep¬ 
ness, an ambiguity, a clarity — all in a jumble of mixed 
metaphors that might only make sense when you’re falling 
in love. 

Either way, the only metaphorical cues you really need 
are in the song’s title and the singers’ voices. Hers is clear, 
and sparkling, and pure. His is low, and sturdy, and pa¬ 
tient. It’s an elemental love song about water and stone, 
and how their friction created the world we all share. 











Page 18 




Stars and Stripes 


Tuesday, March 24,2020 


of strange days in America 
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Kate Colletta and her husband wave to Kate’s mother, Margaret Carriere, who is 
quarantined inside the Lambeth House Retirement Home, in New Orleans, on Friday. 
Margaret’s husband, James Carrie, who also lived in the retirement home, died from 
the coronavirus on March 17. 
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OPINION 


Taking stock 

By Ted Anthony 

Associated Press 

hange came to the United States 
of America during the third week 
of March in 2020. 

It did not come all at once, 
though it came quite rapidly. As had hap¬ 
pened in other lands, there was no explo¬ 
sion, no invasion other than a microscopic 
one that nobody could see. There was no 
fire, no flood, no famine. There were no 
barbarians at the gates. 

Change came quietly in most towns and 
cities, because the change was one of with¬ 
drawal, a shutting of municipal and region¬ 
al and national doors. 

The weather was the same weather. The 
streets were the same streets. The empti¬ 
ness fell bit by bit, piece by piece, until the 
most crowded of places became some of 
the most ghostly. 

Some stopped going out in the evening. 
Then in the afternoon. Then all day. Some 
stopped getting haircuts, and some stopped 
cutting hair. Some stopped going out to eat, 
and some restaurants shut their doors ex¬ 
cept for takeout and delivery. 

Some, many, most stopped going to 
school. Home became the primary land¬ 
scape. Those who worked outside the home 
became those who work in the home, or be¬ 
came those who did not work at all. 

It was like 52 pickup, that sort-of-kind- 
of card game where someone throws up 
the deck and it lands all over the place, 
and when the cards are retrieved from 
the floor they are the same cards but in an 
entirely different order. Some are upside 
down. Some are facing backward. Some 
are bent at the edges. 

Delivering a pizza became an act of 
bravery. Supermarket shopping became 
an activity of anxiety, both because of what 
people might not be able to get and because 
of what people might accidentally touch. 
Toilet paper became a source of stress and 
a recurring joke. Some people came to fear 
that anger was coming and others grew 
deeply angry that fear was coming. 

Those who could work at home sat by 
the glow of their computer screens, which 
became a collage of pixelated portals into 
other people’s living spaces. Tiny images 
of people’s colleagues were stacked, row 
by row, as home offices came into sham¬ 
bolic being. Overnight, the verb “to Zoom” 
roared out of corporate settings and into 
basements and kitchens and living rooms 
where it had never been used before. 

When change came to the United States 
of America last week, as it had to China 
and Italy and many other places already, 
it swatted some much harder than it did 
others, depending on where you lived, how 
much you earned, who you were. When 
change came, it came in many measurable 
ways that people who measure things are 
still just beginning to measure. Medical 
numbers and economic numbers will tell 
the biggest share of that story. 

But change came in unmeasurable ways 
too, and those are harder to capture. Yet 
they are just as real, and their stories are 
contained in the people who stayed home 
and didn’t do what they usually do. 

Change came in drunken drivers who 
didn’t crash. In shots that weren’t fired 
and bullets that didn’t pierce flesh and 
organs. In first kisses that didn’t happen. 
In skies that weren’t as polluted. In trips 
of a lifetime that weren’t taken. In inspira¬ 
tions that didn’t strike, conversations that 
didn’t take place, photographs that weren’t 
snapped, videos that weren’t made. Maybe 
most of all, in dollars that weren’t able to 
be earned and lives that weren’t able to be 
saved. 

Holdouts remained, as you would expect 
in a culture built on individualism. Young 


people, confident in invincibility, grinned 
and played on spring break beaches. In 
states where governors restricted move¬ 
ments and commerce, people bristled and 
said it went too far, did too much, damaged 
the livelihoods of too many. Jobs started 
disappearing, deleted from the landscape 
in batches as if it was a tactical move in a 
city-building video game. 

The people in their homes, on the inside 
looking tentatively out, struggled with the 
change. Groceries were bought and some¬ 
times hoarded. Images of empty shelves, 
shared online by the tens of thousands, 
produced even more distress. Family re¬ 
lationships were suddenly placed under 
stress by proximity and unease. Wi-Fi 
clogged, struggled, slowed. Hands wrung 
over income-tax deadlines until, to great 
relief, they were pushed back. 

Time, or at least the notion of it, changed 
too. Thursday seemed like Friday, or 
maybe Friday seemed like Tuesday. Week¬ 
day melted into weekend. Lunchtime 


In this particular week 
of change, the fiercest 
debate centered around 
two key notions. One 
was how to react in the 
strongest way possible. 
The other was whether 
reacting in the strongest 
way possible was actually 
most of the problem. 


sometimes decided to arrive in the late af¬ 
ternoon. For some, happy hour, if you could 
still call it that, came hours before the af¬ 
ternoon rush hour, which was OK, because 
by Wednesday in many places that was 
gone, too. 

The television and the internet, already 
many people’s hearths and constant com¬ 
panions, burrowed even deeper into lives. 
Heads talked. Experts laid out numbers. 
Flatten the curve became an incanta¬ 
tion. Officials promised and parried and 
thrusted. 

In this particular week of change, the 
fiercest debate centered around two key 
notions. One was how to react in the stron¬ 
gest way possible. The other was whether 
reacting in the strongest way possible was 
actually most of the problem. 

Some tried to tell the story of this change 
as one of obviousness and common sense. 
Some seemed sure that the country they 
had loved and known and, for some, fought 
for was disappearing before their eyes. 

In the United States of America last 
week, the events themselves came fast and 
loud and fierce, unfolding as invisible or¬ 
ganisms marched their invisible and per¬ 
ilous march. But change came gradually 
and, sometimes, inaudibly. 

The thing about change is that sometimes 
it requires an inventory to measure it. In 
many cases, the people who are changed 
are the ones to do that inventory. 

That may not happen here, at least not 
immediately. The changed, those who 
would undertake that inventory, may be 
too busy for a while. Because the fourth 
week of March in 2020 is now here, and 
more change is coming. 

Ted Anthony, director of digital innovation for The 
Associated Press, has written about American 
culture since 1990. 
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NFL/MLB 

Players huddle up 
at home as they 
try to stay ready 



Jeff Haynes/AP 


Tennessee Titans offensive tackle Dennis Kelly, left, has been hunkered down with his family in the 
Indianapolis area since the birth of his third daughter a month ago. That makes dealing with the corona- 
virus a bit easier for Kelly, one of hundreds of NFL players who have self-isolated. 


By Teresa M. Walker 

Associated. Press 

T ennessee Titans offen¬ 
sive tackle Dennis Kelly 
has been hunkered down 
with his family in the In¬ 
dianapolis area since the birth of 
his third daughter a month ago. 

He has been self-isolating be¬ 
fore the spread of COVID-19, the 
coronavirus. 

“We’re already kind of in a 
self-imposed quarantine on our 
own, because with a new baby 
and not having shots and every¬ 
thing like that, especially with 
it being winter and how bad the 
flu was this year,” said Kelly, one 
of hundreds of NFL players who 
are self-isolating while the league 
sorts through what’s next. “We’re 
in week four already of kind of 
being separated. For most of so¬ 
ciety, obviously it’s even more 
extreme.” 

Though it’s the offseason for the 
NFL, the need for social distanc¬ 
ing and self-isolation by the pro 
football community was driven 
home when New Orleans coach 
Sean Payton announced Thurs¬ 
day he was the first in the NFL to 
test positive. 

NFL players usually use this 
time to prepare for offseason 
programs that traditionally start 
in April. With those programs 
delayed indefinitely, players are 
trying to stay connected with 
teammates via group chats and 
social media. Workouts also are 
an issue with more gyms closing, 
though some players have their 
own equipment at home. 

New Orleans Saints long snap¬ 
per Zach Wood, who signed an 
extension just before free agency 
started, lives in an apartment and 


has been staying away from gyms 
in Dallas. His workouts involve 
push-ups, pull-ups and squats and 
now more running outside. 

“I’m just like a sprinkler throw¬ 
ing sweat everywhere, which is 
disgusting, so I guess I better 
start going outside and finding 
ways to do something in the park 
or on a trail or something because 
the apartment is just not having it 
for me,” Wood said. 

Ryan Tannehill, who received 
a four-year, $118 million contract 
from Tennessee, normally would 
be busy lining up workouts with 
wide receivers to start honing 
their chemistry and timing. 

“Guys getting on planes right 
now is not a good situation,” said 
Tannehill, who is also doing some 
personal training while sticking 
around the house with his two 
children and enjoying more home 
cooking by his wife, Lauren. “... 
Hopefully as a nation we can kind 
of get this thing turned around, 
flatten the curve sort to speak, 
and start moving forward.” 

For most people, the new coro¬ 
navirus causes only mild or mod¬ 
erate symptoms, such as fever 
and cough. For some, especially 
older adults and people with ex¬ 
isting health problems, it can 
cause more severe illness. 

NFL free agency business has 
been one of the few things close 
to normal in the sports world 
in the wake of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Comerback A.J. Bouye is one 
of the players facing the chal¬ 
lenge of changing teams during 
this isolation period after being 
traded by Jacksonville to Denver. 
The group chats that Tannehill 
and Kelly use to stay in touch 
aren’t easy for a player with new 


teammates. 

Taking care of his family is at 
the top of Bouye’s to-do list. His 
daughters are in a different state, 
and Bouye, who’s continuing to 
work out at his home gym in At¬ 
lanta, also is focused on his par¬ 
ents and other relatives. 

“Once we get everything situ¬ 
ated with that, we just have to 
monitor when we could go back,” 
Bouye said. “One thing about it, 
I’m just focused more on working 
out also. I have everything set up 
at home. My trainer is with me, so 
I’m definitely good with that.” 

Titans center Ben Jones also 
has been working out at home. 
In video shared on social media 
Friday by Tennessee, Jones could 
be seen throwing a medicine ball 
at the wall beside his garage and 
lifting weights outdoors. 

Before New England traded 
linebacker Duron Harmon to 
Detroit, he was able to go to the 
stadium. On Friday, he worked 
out on a Peloton bike in his base¬ 
ment, and can run on a hill near 
his home. 

“Anything I need is right here,” 
Harmon said. “I’m willing to go 
out there and do that each and 
every day, until I’m able to get to 



Rick Osentoski/AP 


Buffalo Bills free safety Jordan 
Poyer is in Florida where his 
training facility closed down, 
forcing him to train on his own 
with his brother. 

a gym or to get up to Detroit and 
work out with the team.” 

Bills safety Jordan Poyer, who 
just signed a two-year extension, 
said one key is staying educated 
about what’s been affected by the 


pandemic. He’s in Florida where 
his training facility closed down, 
forcing him to train on his own 
with his brother. They’ve been 
working outdoors on a field. 

“It is kind of weird times,” 
Poyer said. “.We stocked up prob¬ 
ably about a week ago. But you go 
to the grocery store, and you can’t 
find water. You can’t find clean¬ 
ing stuff. It’s crazy.” 

Finding specific items at the 
grocery store is the biggest chal¬ 
lenge for Kelly. The Titans line¬ 
man’s oldest daughter Eden is 
allergic to eggs, peanuts and tree 
nuts. 

“With all these people that are 
in a sense panic shopping, and get¬ 
ting all these supplies — you hear 
the jokes about the toilet paper 
going out — we have one brand of 
milk that she drinks because we 
know it’s safe,” Kelly said. 

“If that is kind of taken out, that 
kind of leaves us in a predicament 
in that regard. That’s just kind of 
where we’re at right now. Scary 
situation for us, personally, with 
her.” 

A situation that changes daily. 

AP Pro Football Writer Arnie Melendez 
Stapleton and AP Sports Writers John 
Wawrow, Brett Martel and Noah Trister 
contributed to this report. 
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Toronto Blue Jays second baseman Joe Panik runs 
during a March 6 spring training game in Dunedin, Fla. 
Blue Jays president Mark Shapiro said he thinks Major 
League Baseball would need a month of workouts and 
exhibitions before regular season play can begin. 


Jays’ Shapiro: A restart would take a month 


By Ian Harrison 

Associated Press 

TORONTO — With no sign of when 
training camps can resume, Toronto 
Blue Jays president Mark Shapiro 
says he thinks Major League Base¬ 
ball would need at least a month of 
workouts and exhibition games before 
regular season play can begin. 

Opening day has been postponed 
until at least mid-May because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

“Knowing that so many players are 
not even having any access to throw¬ 
ing at all or hitting at all, but most im¬ 
portantly just throwing, and probably 
limited access to just training and ex¬ 
ercise, it’s hard to imagine we could 
get ready in less than four weeks,” 
Shapiro said in a teleconference with 
Toronto reporters. 


Shapiro cautioned that training 
camps aren’t likely to reopen for some 
time yet. 

“I do think that we’re, by and large, 
waiting for some sort of flattening 
of the curve and recognition that we 
have done our best to limit the strain 
on the healthcare system and the eco¬ 
nomic system,” he said. “Until that 
time, the exact outcome and impact 
on our schedule, and all of the corre¬ 
sponding business that cascades off 
that, really can’t be determined. 

“It certainly looks like we are not 
dealing with days and likely not 
weeks, but closer to months,” he said. 

Shapiro said he expects negotia¬ 
tions between Major League Baseball 
and the players’ union on an indus¬ 
trywide plan to compensate players 
for missed games to conclude “in the 
next 24 to 48 hours.” 


All but three of Toronto’s major 
league players have left the team’s 
spring training site in Dunedin, Fla. 
Those that remain are South Korean 
left-hander Hyun-Jin Ryu, Japanese 
right-hander Shun Yamaguchi and 
right-hander Rafael Dolis, who is 
from the Dominican Republic. 

Shapiro said the three players “did 
not have any place to go.” 

Ryu is accompanied by his wife, 
who is seven months pregnant. 

Shapiro said no Blue Jays players 
or staff have displayed any symptoms 
of the new coronavirus, and that no 
one has been tested. 

Some 30 minor league players and 
four staffers who have been unable to 
go home are being housed in a Dune- 
din-area hotel, Shapiro said. Eighteen 
of those players are from Venezuela, 
and cannot return home. 
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Deals 


Sunday’s transactions 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Agreed 1 
terms with QB Brett Hundley on a om 
year contract. 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Agreed to terms 
with CB Blidi Wreh-Wilson on a one-year 
contract. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Re-signed 
LB Jon Bostic. 


Pro basketball 


NBA 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

x-Toronto 46 18 .719 - 

x-Boston 43 21 .672 3 

Philadelphia 39 26 .600 Vh 

Brooklyn 30 34 .469 16 

New York 21 45 .318 26 

Southeast Division 

Miami 41 24 .631 - 

Orlando 30 35 .462 11 

Washington 24 40 .375 16'/z 

Charlotte 23 42 .354 18 

Atlanta 20 47 .299 22 

Central Division 

x-Milwaukee 53 12 .815 - 

Indiana 39 26 .600 14 

Chicago 22 43 .338 31 

Detroit 20 46 .303 33'/z 

Cleveland 19 46 .292 34 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 40 24 .625 - 

Dallas 40 27 .597 l'/z 

Memphis 32 33 .492 8'/z 

New Orleans 28 36 .438 12 

San Antonio 27 36 .429 12'/z 

Northwest Division 
Denver 43 22 .662 - 

Utah 41 23 .641 

Oklahoma City 40 24 .625 

Portland 29 37 .439 14'/z 

Minnesota 19 45 .297 23'/z 

Pacific Division 

x-L.A. Lakers 49 14 .778 - 

L.A.clippers 44 20 .688 ... 

Sacramento 28 36 .438 21V4 

Phoenix 26 39 .400 24 

Golden State 15 50 .231 35 

All games postponed at least until 
mid-May. 


Pro hockey 


Japanese baseball, 
soccer could restart in 
late April, say experts 


Associated Press 

TOKYO — On a day when Ja¬ 
pan’s prime minister admitted 
postponing the Tokyo Olympics 
may be unavoidable, medical ex¬ 
perts suggested it could be pos¬ 
sible for the top-flight Japanese 
baseball and soccer seasons to re¬ 
sume by the end of next month. 

Nippon Professional Baseball 
Organisation and the J. League 
received advice Monday from 
medical experts during the 
fourth meeting of the joint panel 
that was formed to assess impacts 
of the coranavirus pandemic. 

Mitsuo Kaku, a professor in in¬ 
fection control and prevention at 
Tohoku Medical and Pharmaceu¬ 
tical University, said the sports 
officials should be targeting a 
start date at the end of April. 

“There’s one month until then, 
so I would like them to prepare as 
much as possible while looking at 
the situation,” Kaku said. 

Both leagues have been target¬ 
ing a return at the beginning of 
April, but now it seems like they 
need to push it back further. 

NPB Commissioner Atsushi 
Saito said the revised timing 
would be OK “if the situation 
stays the same and our prepara¬ 
tion is fully ready.” 

J-League chairman Mitsuru 
Murai said soccer officials would 
have another meeting later in the 
week. 

“It is difficult to forecast for the 


long-term because the situation 
is constantly changing,” Murai 
said. “If we decide it is difficult to 
resume matches at the beginning 
of April during the meeting, we 
will simulate dates in two weeks 
interval such as on April 18 and 
May 2.” 

Earlier Monday, Japan Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe told a par¬ 
liamentary session that a post¬ 
ponement of the Tokyo Olympics 
would be necessary if the Games 
cannot be held in a complete 
way. 

Abe was speaking hours after 
the the International Olympic 
Committee said for the first time 
that it was considering a post¬ 
ponement of the Games, which 
are scheduled to start July 24. 

Olympic officials from Canada 
said they would not send a team 
unless the Tokyo Games were 
delayed by 12 months, and the 
Australian Olympic Committee 
advised its athletes to prepare for 
the Games to be staged in 2021. 

Worldwide, nearly 340,000 peo¬ 
ple have been infected and more 
than 14,700 have died from the 
virus that first emerged in cen¬ 
tral China late last year. As cases 
in China ebbed, the dangers to 
Europe and the U.S. have grown 
exponentially. As of Sunday, 
Japan had 1,719 confirmed cases 
of the virus, with 43 deaths. 


FIFA president eyes reboot 
for soccer to avoid crisis 


Boston 

Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Florida 

Montreal 

Buffalo 

Ottawa 

Detroit 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

70 44 14 12 100 227 174 

70 43 21 6 92 245 195 


81 238 227 

78 231 228 

71 212 221 

68 195 217 

34 12 62 191 243 

71 17 49 5 39 145 267 

Metropolitan Division 


70 36 25 

69 35 26 

71 31 31 

69 30 31 


N.Y. Islanders 
N.Y. Rangers 70 37 

New Jersey 69 28 


70 33 22 15 81 180 187 


23 10 


192 193 
79 234 222 
12 68 189 230 


St. Louis 

Colorado 

Dallas 

Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Minnesota 

Chicago 


ey 69 28 29 12 68 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Central Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

71 42 19 10 94 225 193 

70 42 20 8 92 237 191 

69 37 24 . 

71 37 *" 


69 35 26 

69 35 27 

70 32 30 


Pacific Division 

71 39 24 8 
71 37 25 9 


Edmonton 

Calgary 70 36 27 

Vancouver 69 36 27 

Arizona 70 33 29 

Anaheim 71 29 33 

Los Angeles 70 29 35 

San Jose 70 29 36 


82 180 177 
80 216 203 

78 215 217 

77 220 220 
72 212 218 

86 227 211 

83 225 217 

79 210 215 

78 228 217 
74 195 187 
67 187 226 
64 178 212 
63 182 226 

least until 


Pro football 


NFL calendar 

April 17 — Deadline for restricted free 
agents to sign offer sheets. 

April 23-25 - NFL Draft, Las Vegas. 
May 19 — Spring owners meeting, Ma¬ 
rina del Rey, California. 


By Graham Dunbar 

Associated Press 

GENEVA — The future of soc¬ 
cer could be fewer games and 
fewer top competitions to help 
avoid a financial crisis, FIFA 
president Gianni Infantino said in 
a newspaper interview published 
Monday. 

With soccer around the world 
in near-total shutdown and no end 
in sight because of the coronavi- 
rus pandemic, Infantino said the 
sport risked going into recession. 

“Maybe we can reform world 
football by taking a step back,” In¬ 
fantino said in the interview with 
Italian daily Gazzetta dello Sport 
published on his 50th birthday. 

“There needs to be an evaluation 
of the global impact,” the FIFA 
president said. “Let’s all togeth¬ 
er save soccer from a crisis that 
risks becoming irreversible.” 

Infantino said different formats 
could be an answer, with “fewer, 
but more interesting tourna¬ 
ments. Maybe fewer squads, but 
more balance. Fewer, but more 
competitive, matches to safeguard 
the health of the players.” 

Before the pandemic, Infantino 
added to the congested soccer 
calendar by expanding the World 
Cup from 32 to 48 teams for the 


2026 edition, and by trying to 
launch a 24-team Club World Cup 
next year. 

The inaugural edition of the 
latter tournament in China was 
delayed last week after UEFA 
and South American soccer body 
CONMEBOL postponed their 
championships by one year to 
2021. That was to give domestic 
leagues time to try to finish their 
seasons. 

The shutdown means there are 
already too few dates in the FIFA- 
managed calendar to complete 
the scheduled qualification paths 
for the 2022 World Cup in Qatar. 

The pressure now on soccer 
stakeholders — many with con¬ 
flicting interests — is likely to 
force a debate on the squeezed 
schedule that the pandemic has 
exposed. 

Some influential clubs in Eu¬ 
rope are pushing to get more 
guaranteed games in a bigger 
Champions League, and 20-team 
top leagues could be under pres¬ 
sure to make cuts. Those include 
leagues in England, Spain and 
Italy. 

“It’s not science fiction. Let’s 
discuss it,” Infantino said about 
the possibility of changing soccer 
calendars. 



A man stands in front of a countdown display for the Tokyo 2020 
Olympics and Paralympics in Tokyo on Monday 

US Olympic chief 
not wielding power 


Hirshland says focus is on finding solutions, 
not demands for IOC to postpone the Games 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

DENVER — The CEO of the 
U.S. Olympic team is well aware 
of the power her country wields 
in a situation like this, with the 
coronavirus raging across the 
globe and the IOC taking its time 
before deciding whether to post¬ 
pone the Tokyo Games. 

She’s not in a big rush to use it. 

“My role is not to make de¬ 
mands of those making decisions, 
but to bring forward solutions,” 
Sarah Hirshland, the CEO of the 
U.S. Olympic and Paralympic 
Committee, told The Associated 
Press on Sunday. 

Hirshland and the USOPC lead¬ 
ership have endured their share 
of criticism for not calling on the 
IOC to postpone the Games — a 
move being made by a growing 
number of athletes and organiza¬ 
tions, including a couple major 
ones in America: USA Swimming 
and USA Track and Field. 

She says she can handle the 
heat, but wants people to know 
that she’s doing her best to make 
sure that postponing is the correct 
call and, maybe more important, 
what the next step should be. At 
the heart of that effort is a survey 
the USOPC sent to around 4,000 
Olympic hopefuls over the week¬ 
end, asking them about training 
conditions and the medical condi¬ 
tions in the places they live, along 
with their thoughts about when 
the Olympics should take place. 

The IOC has asked the U.S. and 
every other country for details 
about conditions in their respec¬ 
tive locales. 

“We’re hearing from the ath¬ 
letes loud and clear, and I can 
guarantee you, the IOC is going 
to hear from us, loud and clear,” 
Hirshland said. 

But, as she’s finding out, it 
might not be practical to decide 
everything based on majority 
rule or the loudest voice. She told 
of one survey response from an 
athlete who took a yearlong sab¬ 
batical to get ready for the Olym¬ 
pics, whose training hasn’t been 
curtailed much, and who has no 


wiggle room to push an effort 
to make the Games into 2021 or 
beyond. 

“These are real scenarios 
we’re facing,” Hirshland said. 
“The beauty of the diversity leads 
to having to be real thoughtful, 
and take this almost on a case-by- 
case basis, and think about how 
we mitigate these challenges as 
best we can.” 

It could help explain the more 
tempered statement she put out 
Sunday, along with Han Xiao, 
the chair of the athletes’ advisory 
council. They were part of a board 
meeting held after the IOC said it 
might need up to four weeks to 
decide what step to take. 

“We know the difficult obsta¬ 
cles ahead and we are all appre¬ 
ciative that the IOC has heard our 
concerns and needs, and is work¬ 
ing to address them as quickly as 
possible,” the statement said. 

Hirshland also pushed back on 
the idea that the statements from 
the U.S. track and swimming fed¬ 
erations — each of which called 
on her to employ the USOPC’s 
leadership role to ask for a post¬ 
ponement — amounted to a blind- 
side or a crack in unity. She said 
she spoke with USA Swimming 
CEO Tim Hinchey long before he 
sent the letter that was later made 
public. 

“Both sports have a very large 
population, from grassroots to 
elite athletes, and they need their 
athletes to know they’re being 
heard,” she said. “They want 
their athletes to know their con¬ 
cerns are being passed on, and I 
can confirm those concerns are 
being passed on.” 

Those concerns will be going, 
Hirshland said, straight to the 
IOC. And though many signs 
point to an inevitable postpone¬ 
ment of the Games, it’s not part of 
the message the USOPC is send¬ 
ing there. 

“It’s really important for us to 
understand the totality of the en¬ 
vironment our athletes are fac¬ 
ing,” she said. “It’s a practical 
reality that there’s no easy an¬ 
swer right now.” 
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Two women take a selfie with the Olympic rings in the background in the Odaiba section of Tokyo. The president of the international 
governing body for track and field, Sebastian Coe, called for a postponement of the 2020 Games on Sunday. 

Athletes group calls for postponement 


Time: Tokyo 
Games likely 
to be delayed 


Former Olympic swimming champ van der Burgh has virus 


Former Olympic swimming champion Cam¬ 
eron van der Burgh said he has contracted the 
coronavirus and added his voice to concerns 
for athletes’ well-being if the Tokyo Games go 
ahead as scheduled. 

Van der Burgh, who retired from competi¬ 
tive swimming in 2018, posted a series of 
messages on social media on Sunday describ¬ 
ing how he had been ill with the virus for two 
weeks. 

“Although the most severe symptoms (ex¬ 
treme fever) have eased, I am still struggling 
with serious fatigue and a residual cough that 
I can’t shake,” van der Burgh wrote on his offi¬ 
cial Twitter account. “Any physical activity like 
walking leaves me exhausted for hours.” 

Van der Burgh wrote that athletes are “ex¬ 
posing themselves to unnecessary risk” by con¬ 
tinuing to train in preparation for the Olympics 
because there is “no clarification” on whether 
the games will go ahead as planned. 


“And those (athletes) that do contract (the 
virus) will try rush back to training most likely 
enhancing/extending the damage/recovery 
time," he wrote. 

He ended his thread 
with: “COVID-19 is no 
joke!” 

The 31-year-old van 
der Burgh won gold 
at the 2012 London 
Olympics and silver 
at the 2016 Rio de 
Janeiro Games in the 
100-meter breast¬ 
stroke. He also won 
six world champion¬ 
ship golds, both long 
and short course. He 
holds the short course world records in the 
50-meter and 100-meter breaststroke. 

— Associated Press 



van der Burgh 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

A worldwide group representing Olympic 
hopefuls is calling on the IOC to postpone 
the Tokyo Olympics until the coronavirus 
pandemic is under control — a decision the 
IOC says could be as long as four weeks 
away. 

“As the world unites to limit the spread 
of COVID-19 virus, the IOC ... must do the 
same,” Global Athlete said in a news re¬ 
lease Sunday. 

The statement came out a few hours be¬ 
fore an IOC announcement that said the 
committee was considering several sce¬ 
narios and would finalize a decision within 
four weeks. The Games are scheduled to 
start July 24. 

The group’s director general, Rob Koe¬ 
hler, reacted to that news, saying it was 
“unacceptable, irresponsible, and once 
again ignores athletes’ rights.” 

He was echoing what some athletes in 
the group are saying, along with others 
who have spoken on social media. 

“It’s bizarre the IOC hasn’t shown any 
real leadership,” said Caradh O’Donovan, 
a Global Athlete founder from Ireland 
whose karate training has been put on hold 
due to restrictions in her country. “They’re 
acting as though it’s business as usual and 
it just seems very strange.” 

O’Donovan said the unevenness around 
the globe regarding training, doping con¬ 
trol and qualifying standards are among 
her key concerns. 

“Without a clear answer, athletes are 
being indirectly asked to train,” Koehler 
said. “If anyone knows how competitive 


athletes work, they will stop at nothing to 
achieve their goals. We understand it’s a 
difficult decision but the IOC has a duty of 
care toward athletes which they have not 
exercised.” 

The group also called on broadcasters, 
specifically NBC, and sponsors to sup¬ 
port the IOC and International Paralympic 
Committee “with flexibility and under¬ 
standing during these uncharted times.” 

Also on Sunday, Sebastian Coe, the pres¬ 
ident of the international governing body 
for track and field, called for a postpone¬ 


ment of the Games. 

“Nobody wants to see the Olympic 
Games postponed but... we cannot hold the 
event at all costs, certainly not at the cost 
of athlete safety,” Coe said. 

It’s a thought being echoed by the Global 
Athlete group. 

“My dream is to go to the Olympics this 
year but it’s an impossible task from my 
perspective and it’s the same for a huge 
number of athletes,” O’Donovan said. “I’d 
be absolutely stunned if they go on in July, 
as planned.” 


FROM BACK PAGE 

number of reasons, including competi¬ 
tive fairness, the likelihood athletes would 
overtrain if given a compressed schedule 
and the uncertainty caused by orders in 
many countries barring people from gyms 
and other workout venues. 

National Olympic committees in Brazil 
and Slovenia had also called for postpone¬ 
ment until 2021. Norway’s Olympic body 
said it did not want athletes going to Tokyo 
until the global health crisis is under 
control. 

The United States governing bodies of 
swimming and track — two of the three 
top-tier Summer 
Games sports — had 
called on their na¬ 
tional Olympic of¬ 
ficials to push for a 
postponement. 

Japan’s politicians 
fell in line quickly on 
Monday as they awak¬ 
ened to Bach’s move. 

Japan’s Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe, 
speaking at a parlia- ^b e 

mentary session, said 
a postponement of 
the Tokyo Olympics would be unavoidable 
if the games cannot be held in a complete 
way because of the coronavirus pandemic. 

“If it is difficult to hold (the Games) in a 
complete way, a decision of postponement 
would be unavoidable as we think the ath¬ 
letes’ safety is paramount,” he said. 

Abe said he hoped the IOC would make 
a decision early if it is postponed, because 
the process would involve a lot of work and 
should start as soon as possible. 

Tokyo Governor Yurko Koike echoed 
Abe. 

“The IOC will fully examine what to do 
over the next four weeks, and in that pro¬ 
cess that word (postponement) may be in¬ 
cluded,” she said. 

The IOC holds most of the cards in any 
rescheduling, spelled out in a Host City 
Contract signed in 2013 between the IOC, 
the Japanese Olympic Committee and the 
city of Tokyo. 

Japan is officially spending $12.6 billion 
to organize the Olympics, but a national 
audit put the figure at more than twice that 
much. The bill is sure to increase with any 
postponement, and the vast majority of the 
spending if from the public treasury. 

The IOC has a reserve fund of about 
$2 billion to tide itself over, and also 
has insurance against postponement or 
cancellation. 

“The public is expecting and supports 
postponement, so it won’t be a big deal,” 
Jeff Kingston, who studies Japanese poli¬ 
tics at Temple University in Tokyo, said in 
an email to Associated Press. “People are 
way more worried about the economic con¬ 
sequences and their jobs and if the number 
of cases ramps.” 

Former IOC marketing director Michael 
Payne said the delay might work to the ad¬ 
vantage of the IOC and Japan. 

“What better platform is there going to 
be than the Olympic Games when the world 
has pulled through the virus,” Payne told 
AP in an interview Sunday, just before the 
IOC announcement. “You’ve got a dynamic 
that will be even more powerful for Japan 
and the rest of the world. But you are going 
to have a tough road getting there.” 
















Stars and Stripes Tuesday,March24,2020 


SPORTS 



Huddle up/Hunker down 

Players trying to stay prepared 
while isolated at home » Page 20 



A security guard walks past the Olympic rings near New National Stadium in Tokyo on Monday. The IOC said 
it will take up to four weeks to consider postponing the Tokyo Olympics amid criticism of its handling of the 
coronavirus crisis — and a call for delay from the leader of track and field, the biggest sport at the Games. 

AP photos 


Running out of time 


IOC considering postponement - but not 


By Stephen Wade and Mari Yamaguchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO 

he Tokyo Olympics are going to happen 
— but almost surely in 2021 rather than 
in four months as planned. 

This became clear after the IOC on 
Sunday announced it was considering a 
postponement. Major Olympic nations like Canada 
and Australia have added pressure by saying they 
will not go if the games are staged this year. 

International Olympic Committee President 
Thomas Bach sent a letter to athletes explaining the 
decision and why it might take so long, while also 
acknowledging the extended timeline might not be 
popular. 

“I know that this unprecedented situation leaves 


many of your questions open,” he wrote. “I also know 
that this rational approach may not be in line with 
the emotions many of you have to go through.” 

The IOC’s move seemed inevitable for a week 
with pressure mounting from all quarters — ath¬ 
letes, sponsors, broadcasters and more than 200 na¬ 
tional Olympic committees, and international sports 
federations. 

Shortly after Bach’s statement, the Canadian 
Olympic Committee said it won’t send teams to the 
Olympics unless the games are postponed by a year. 
Australia issued a statement saying it was advising 
its athletes to prepare for an Olympics in 2021. 

World Athletics President Seb Coe sent a letter 
to Bach saying that holding the Olympics in July 
“is neither feasible nor desirable.” He outlined a 

SEE TIME ON PAGE 23 



cancellation - of Games 


* The IOC will 
fully examine 
what to do 
over the next 
four weeks, and 
in that process... 
(postponement) 
may be included . f 

Yurko Koike 

Tokyo Governor 



^ 0110 DEAHrDC As s P°rt s wor ld pauses to join the rest of the world in fighting the coronavirus pandemic, you will 
UUli ItLHULItO see fewer sports stories in Stars and Stripes. We look forward to resuming our normal coverage when 
the leagues and governing bodies determine it is safe for athletes and fans to return to competition. 















